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Course Catalog 2016-2017 
 
 
Selecting courses for the upcoming school year is an important decision-making process for students and families.  The outcome 
determines the academic opportunities and experiences a student will have at Great Valley High School and creates the foundation of 
knowledge from which a student can pursue future academic and career goals.  It is the goal of the Great Valley High School counselors 
and administrators to develop a schedule for each student that meets his/her educational needs and interests.  Students and parents are 
urged to work with school personnel in this planning activity.   
 
Please carefully read the scheduling information in this booklet.  Students who need individual help are encouraged to make an 
appointment with their counselor.  The teachers and administrators at GVHS will also gladly assist you if you need additional information.  
The Counseling Office is open from 7:30 am to 3:15 pm daily.  Students or parents requesting appointments should call 610-889-1918, 
ext. 21930. 
 
NOTE:  Some of the courses written in this catalog may not be offered every school year. 

 
 

Course and Credit Requirements for Graduation 

 
 
The Great Valley School District and the State of Pennsylvania mandate a combination of required and elective courses for each student.  
To be graduated from Great Valley High School, students must complete a minimum of 24 credits of course work including all required 

and elective courses.  These requirements include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promotion Requirements 

 
 
Each year a student is expected to make reasonable progress toward graduation from high school in four years.  Therefore, the 
requirements to be promoted each year to the next grade level are determined by the credits a student has earned. 
 
  Credits:  5.0 credits (earned in 9th grade)   Promotion to: Grade 10 
   11 credits (earned in 9th & 10th grade)    Grade 11 
   17 credits (earned in 9th, 10th, & 11th grade)    Grade 12 
 
 
 

Credit Requirements for Graduation     Minimum: 24 credits   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 Science Credits:  Must include Biology. 
 Graduation Project:  All senior students must complete a graduation project. 
 Keystone Exams:  Must be proficient on State Keystone Exams starting with the Class of 2019 and beyond (currently 

Algebra 1, Biology and Literature). 

Required Course Credits: 

 
English………………… 4 credits  
Mathematics…………… 3 credits  
Science………………… 3 credits  
Social Studies…………. 3 credits 
Physical Education…....  1.5 credits  
Health…………….........   .75 credits  

Elective Course Credit 

 
Total Elective Credits………………… 8.75 credits 
A minimum of 2.00 credits of the total Elective Credits 
must be in the area of Humanities. 
*Arts and Humanities includes all electives with the 
exception of those in the business department. 
**Requirements for students attending Technical 
College High School: Pickering Campus are different. 
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General Scheduling Information 

 
 Number Days/Course Cycles – GVHS classes are organized on a six-day cycle.  Each day is designated by the numbers 1, 

2, 3, 4, 5, or 6.  Most school days will consist of seven class periods lasting approximately 47 minutes.   
 
Full-year (1 credit) courses are scheduled for 1 period each day of the school year.   Most other courses are semester courses 
with six or fewer periods in a cycle.  These usually are scheduled every other day (1-3-5 or 2-4-6) unless the course requirements 
necessitate some other combination. 
 
 

 
 Instructional Levels – Each course description in this booklet indicates the instructional level at which the course is presented.  

GVHS instructional levels are:  Advanced Placement (AP), Honors (HRS), Accelerated (ACC), and Academic (AA).  These levels 
denote the degree of academic difficulty, the depth of the course content, and the nature of assignments and assessments 
required. 

 
Many courses, particularly those rated as “Accelerated”, “Honors”, and “Advanced Placement”, have substantial academic 
criteria and prerequisites that students must attain before they can be enrolled in them. 

 
 
 

 Accelerated Courses – Accelerated courses are more rigorous than AA and college prep courses.  They require students to 

work at a faster pace and to have good study habits and self-discipline.  Because these courses are more challenging, students 
who achieve grades of “C” or better are given an additional weight of .25 in the calculation used in determining GPA and 
estimated class rank.  For example, a grade of “B” in an accelerated course receives a quality point value of 3.25 instead of 3.0. 
 
 

 
 Honors Courses – Honors courses are academically challenging courses intended for the college-bound student.  They require 

that a student be self-disciplined, self-motivated, and have strong reading, writing, and analytical skills.  Student assessments 
are most often in the form of essays and short research papers. 

 
Because Honors courses demand a higher level of effort and performance, they carry a weighted credit of .50.  That is, students 
who achieve grades of “C” or better are given an additional weight of .50 in the calculation used in determining GPA and 
estimated class rank.  For example, a grade of “B” in an honors course receives a quality point value of 3.5 instead of 3.0. 

 
 
 

 Advanced Placement Courses – Advanced Placement (AP) courses are courses that follow a prescribed syllabus prepared 

by the College Board.  Students in these courses are expected to take the AP exams offered each spring in these subjects.  The 
fee for the AP examination is paid by the student.  Financial assistance for this exam is available to students who qualify.  
Students who receive a score of “3” or higher on an AP examination are often awarded college credit or advanced standing at 
many colleges and universities.  Because AP courses are more demanding and challenging, they carry a weighted credit of 1.0.  
That is, students who achieve grades of “C” or better are given an additional weight of 1.0 in the calculation used in determining 
GPA and estimated class rank.  For example, a grade of “B” in an AP course receives a quality point value of 4.0 instead of 3.0 
 
NOTE:  Students are advised to carefully consider the amount of work required and the amount of discretionary time they have 

before electing more than two honors/AP level courses per year. 
 
 

 
 Study Halls - Campus Privilege - Open Campus – Students can schedule a maximum of six study halls per cycle.  All ninth 

grade students will be assigned to study halls.  Tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students will be assigned to study halls unless 
they are eligible for “campus privilege”.  “Open campus” status is only available for qualified seniors.   More information on these 
options is available in the GVHS Student/Parent Handbook. 
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Online Course Request 

 

General information and instructions regarding course selection and the online scheduling process is provided to all students during an 
extended homeroom.  During this homeroom period, students will receive detailed instructions and a scheduling timeline.   
 
 

Schedule Changes and Corrections 

 
Students who wish to change their electives must do so by the published deadline (usually the last day of school in June).  After 
that time, only students who are missing courses, who have more than 6 study halls per cycle, who have errors on their 
schedule, or who have administrative approval will be permitted to make schedule changes.  Staffing decisions are made based 
upon your course selections.  Therefore, it is important that you select carefully. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scheduling Timeline 
 
February 

 Overview of process; distribution of scheduling information/instructions. 

 Counselors visit homerooms to answer questions. 

 8th grade counselor assists 8th grade students with course selections. 

 Course Selection Night for parents. 

 Teachers discuss course recommendation individually with students. 

 Students complete online course requests by deadline. 

 Parents review child’s online course requests. 
 
 
 
March – May: 

 Counselors review online requests. 

 Development of GVHS Master Schedule of courses and staff assignments. 
 
 
 
May – June: 

 Distribution of tentative student schedules. 

 Student schedule changes made by the deadline (usually the last day of 
school in June). 

 
 
 
August – September: 

 8th grade and New Student Orientation Night (August). 

 Schedule changes limited to students with missing courses, too many 
study halls, level changes or administrative approval up through the second 
6-day cycle of the school year. 
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Typical Sequence of Courses by Grade and Ability Levels 

 
 
The chart below presents the typical sequence of courses that Great Valley High School students select in the four core subject areas at 
each instructional level.  It is offered as an example to assist students and parents in the scheduling process.  This chart should be 
used only as a guide.  Students’ course selections are not limited to the sequences shown.  Each student should consult with 

his/her teachers, counselor and parents to determine the appropriate courses and sequence that best supports his/her academic and 
career goals. 
 
NOTE:  Instruction levels:  Advanced Placement (AP), Honors (HRS), Accelerated (ACC), and Academic (AA) indicate the general level 

of instruction of the courses.   (See page 3.) 
 

 
 Levels Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

 

 

 
 

English 
 
(Four Credits 

Required) 

 

AP 

   

AP Language & 

Composition 

 

AP English Literature & 

Composition 
 

 

HRS 

 

Honors Patterns of 
Human Experience 

 

Honors Decisions, 
Consequences and Reflections 

 

Honors The 
American Journey 

 

Honors Modern & 
Contemporary Fiction 

Honors Plays &  

Playwrights 
Honors Forms of 

Fiction 

(Choose 2 Courses) 
 

 

ACC 

  

Acc. Decisions, Consequences 

and Reflections 

 

AA 
 

 

Patterns of Human 
Experience 

 

Decisions, Consequences and 
Reflections 

 

The American Journey 

 

Modern & Contemporary  
Fiction 

Plays & Playwrights 

Forms of Fiction 
(Choose 2 Courses) 

 

 

 
 

 

Mathematics 

 

(Three Credits 

Required) 
 

 

 

AP 

   

AP Calculus AB 
AP Calculus BC 

AP Computer Programming 

 

AP Calculus AB 
AP Statistics 

AP Computer Programming 

 

 

HRS 

 

Honors Geometry 

 

Honors Algebra 2 

 

Honors Pre-Calculus 

 

AP Calculus AB 

AP Calculus BC 
AP Statistics 

AP Computer Programming 

Honors Calculus 
Statistics 

 

Honors Algebra 2 Honors Pre-Calculus See Next Block 

 

ACC 

  

Acc. Algebra 2 

 

Acc. Pre-Calculus 

 

 

AA 

 

Algebra 1 

 

Geometry 

 

Algebra 2 

 

Pre-Calculus 
Algebra 3/Trig 

Statistics 
Intro to College Math 

 

 

 
 

 

Science 

 
(Three Credits 

Required) 

     

Electives 
 

AP 

 

 

AP Biology 

 

 

AP Chemistry 

 

 

AP Physics 1 - Mechanics 

 

 

AP Biology 

AP Chemistry 

AP Environmental Science 

AP Physics 2 – Electricity and 

Magnetism 
 

 

HRS 

 

Honors Biology 

 

Honors Chemistry 

 

Honors Physics 

 

Honors Biology 2 
Honors Chemistry 2  

Honors Physics 2 

 

 
AA 

 

 
Biology 

 
Chemistry 

 
Physics 

 
Ecology 

Physics of Sports 
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Social Studies 

 
(Three Credits 
Required) 

(12h Grade Elective 

Starting with the Class 
Of 2017) 

 

 Grade 9 Grade 10 

 

Grade 11 Grade 12 

 

     

Electives 

 

AP 

 

AP Human Geography 

 

AP United States History 

 

AP Gov & AP Macro 
 

 

AP European History 
AP Microeconomics 

(Blended) 

AP Psychology 
20th Century European History 

Criminal Justice 

Current Issues in International 
Relations 

Introduction to Psychology 

 

HRS 

 

Honors World History 

 

Honors United States History 

 

 

Honors Gov & Economics 

 

 

AA 

 

 

World History 

 

United States History 

 

 

Gov & Economics 

 

 
 

Career Decision Making and Your Great Valley High School 
Counseling Department Program 

 
In addition to being a requirement of Great Valley School District, taking a variety of courses is helpful in future career decision making.  
High school classes help students identify their likes, dislikes, strengths, and abilities.  This information often drives decisions about post-
secondary education and career planning. 
 
The Counseling Department recognizes the importance of self-exploration and experiences that extend beyond course selection.  The 
following outlines a comprehensive counseling program that aims to help students gain a better understanding of themselves and their 
future goals.  Our counseling curriculum, which is aligned with the American School Counseling Association’s National School Counseling 
Standards, focuses on the development of decision making.  Students are encouraged to utilize their resources and take advantage of 
the various learning opportunities available. 
 
9th Grade: *All students meet with counselors to learn the importance of developing career decision-making skills and orient them 

to classroom and co-curricular opportunities available.  (November through March) 
 
 
10th Grade: *All students take an interest inventory assessment, which helps students identify their interests, strengths, and abilities.  

(Fall) 
 

*Each student will meet individually with their counselor to review the results of the interest inventory and review 
opportunities available for further career exploration.  Parents may request an early college planning meeting 
sophomore year instead of junior year.  (Spring) 

 
11th Grade: *Students who did not already have a college planning meeting during sophomore year will have the opportunity to 

meet individually with their counselor and parents to discuss post-secondary options. 
 

*All students are oriented to the resources available through the Counseling Office and online that will assist them in 
college and career planning.  (November through February) 

 
 
12th Grade: All students meet individually with their counselor to review and assist with the college application process, as well as 

the transition from school to work or military.  (September through October) 
 

Look for these Opportunities 

 
College Representative Visits:  Meet with various college representatives as they describe their post-secondary school and answer 
your questions (Fall).  These visits are available to all junior and senior students by registering in the Counseling Office or on Naviance. 
 
Essay writing and interviewing workshops (Fall, Spring). 

 
Student/Parent Meetings:  Evening presentations are held for sophomore, junior and senior year students and their parents.  These 

meetings include information on college testing, college admissions, financial aid and other post-secondary options.  Events are indicated 
in the school calendar and additional notification will be emailed home. 
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Great Valley High School Advanced Placement (AP) 
and Dual Enrollment for College Credit Course Offerings 

 
 
 
The following AP and Dual Enrollment courses are typically offered at Great Valley High School.  Please see the individual course 
description for grade level eligibility, term offerings and prerequisites.  (Note:  a minimum of ten students must be scheduled in a course.) 
 
 

AP English: Language Composition 
AP English: Literature & Composition 

AP Biology 
AP Chemistry 

AP Physics 1 (Mechanics) 
AP Physics 2 (Electricity and Magnetism) 

AP Environmental Science 
AP Human Geography 
AP European History 

AP American Government 
AP Macroeconomics 

AP Microeconomics (Blended Model) 
AP US History 

AP World History (Independent Study) 
AP Psychology 

AP Calculus (AB) 
AP Calculus (BC) 

AP Computer Science 
AP Statistics 

AP French Language and Culture 
AP German Language and Culture 

AP Latin: Vergil and Caesar 
AP Spanish Language 

AP Art: Drawing 
AP Art: 3D Design 
AP Music Theory 

 
Dual Enrollment French 4 and 5 
Dual Enrollment German 4 and 5 
Dual Enrollment Spanish 4 and 5 
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ART EDUCATION 
 
 

Foundations for Drawing and Photography 
 
Grade(s):  9-11    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)  
 
This course provides students with a foundation in composition using 2 dimensional media.  It will include working with drawing, painting, 
and photography.  This course will encourage creative and divergent thinking through a variety of media and experiences.  Students must 
successfully complete this course with a B or better as a prerequisite for 2D Studio Art classes or Photography. 
 
 

Art Contract – 2-Dimensional Design 
 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)   Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisites:  Foundations for Drawing and Photography (B or better) or senior status 
 
This course is designed to provide students with the visual understanding and techniques of working with two-dimensional design. 
Students who complete this course will learn the fundamental principles of drawing, painting, and mixed media such as collage and 
printmaking. Students can use various media such as graphite, colored pencil, ink, acrylic and oil paints, watercolor, pastels, and linoleum. 
Both beginning and advanced students will be challenged at various levels of the curriculum. There is a minimal art fee assessed 
according to the number of art periods elected per cycle.  This course may be repeated.  

 
 

2D Studio Art 
 
Grade(s):  10-12   Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3     Term(s):  Year    Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisites:  Foundations for Drawing and Photography, 2D Art Contract (B or better) and teacher recommendation 

 
2D Studio Art is for the student interested in a challenging, in-depth art experience.  This advanced studio course meets 3x per cycle for 
the full year and focuses on drawing, printmaking, and painting techniques. A variety of contemporary and traditional techniques and 
subject matter will be explored. It is expected that students taking this course are interested in developing skills and have an enthusiastic 
interest in art. Students will create a portfolio of their best work. 
 
This course is recommended for, but not limited to, the sophomore or junior student considering enrollment in AP Studio Art: Drawing 
and/or applying to art schools. 
 
 

AP Studio Art: Drawing 
 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  Yes & AP Exam 
Prerequisites:  Foundations and Art Contract (B or better) and portfolio review by the art faculty and teacher recommendation 
 
This course is for highly motivated students who have succeeded in previous art courses and who are willing to devote considerable time 
to the study of art and the development of higher level skills. This class enables students to do college level work in studio art while still 
in high school.  Students in AP Art: Drawing will develop a portfolio of work for evaluation by the College Board in May of the school year.  
The portfolio will demonstrate excellence in a broad range of drawing and painting media.  Completion of the portfolio is required, totaling 
approximately 25-30 works of art. There is an art fee assessed at the beginning of each term to cover supplies and film costs for producing 
slides of portfolio work; $25 each term.  This course is recommended for students who plan to go on in the visual arts.    Students who 
fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  
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Photography 1 
 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)   Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisites:  Foundations for Drawing and Photography (B or better) or senior status.  Camera required by all students 
 

The objective of this course is to give students an introduction to the technical skills necessary to use a Digital SLR camera, computers, 
equipment, and software as a means of visually communicating photographic ideas.  There will be an emphasis on the creative use of 
the camera, design concepts such as composition, framing, light, and depth of field.  All photography will be taken outside class time off 
campus.  Students are required to provide an adjustable camera. 
 

Photography Contract 
 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)   Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisites:  Photography 1 (B or better) or senior status.  Camera required by all students 
 

Expanding upon basic photographic tools and techniques introduced in Photography 1, students in this course gain an understanding of 
advanced photographic techniques including controlled lighting as well as in-depth imaging software skills.  Topics include advanced 
color management, advanced digital manipulation of images, and career exploration.  All students must provide an adjustable camera 
capable of manual adjustments for shutter speeds as well as aperture.  All photography will be taken outside class time off campus.  
 

Art Contract – 3-Dimensional Design 
 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)   Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
This course is designed to provide students with the visual understanding and techniques of working with three-dimensional design.  The 
principle media are:  sculpture, ceramics, and jewelry.  Students work with clay, metals, stone, glass, paper, wire, wax, plaster, and found 
objects.  The course addresses the dynamics of the spatial aspect of an object and the creation of 3-dimensional art forms.  Studio levels 
insure that individual student progress follows a course of study beginning with the basics of each art form including design, technical 
skills, problem solving, art historical background, and critical thinking.  There is a minimal fee assessed according to the number of art 
periods elected per cycle.  This course may be repeated. 
 

3D Studio Art 
 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisite:  3D Art Contract (B or better) and teacher recommendation 
 
3D Studio Art is for the student interested in a challenging, in-depth art experience.  This advanced studio course meets 3x per cycle for 
the full year and focuses on clay, metals, stone, plaster, wire, and mixed media 3-dimensional materials. A variety of contemporary and 
traditional techniques and subject matter will be explored. It is expected that students taking this course are interested in developing skills 
and have an enthusiastic interest in art. Students will create a portfolio of their best work.   
  
This course is recommended for, but not limited to, the sophomore or junior student considering enrollment in AP Studio Art: 3D Design 
and/or applying to art schools. 
 

AP Studio Art:  3-D Design 
   
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  Yes & AP Exam 
Prerequisites:  Art Contract (B or better); portfolio review by the art faculty; teacher recommendation 
 
This course is for highly motivated students who have succeeded in previous art courses and who are willing to devote considerable time 
to the study of art and the development of higher level skills. This class enables students to do college level work in three-dimensional 
design. Students in 3D AP Art Studio will develop a sculptural portfolio of work for the College Board in May of the school year. The 
portfolio will demonstrate excellence in a broad range of 3D media including traditional sculpture, ceramics, architectural models, three 
dimensional fiber arts, and metals. Completion of each section of the portfolio is required, totaling approximately 25-30 works of art. 
Students are expected to take the AP Art Examination.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped 
from the class. 
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Graphic Design 1 
 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F)   
 

This course is a beginning course for the student who wishes to use the computer as an art tool.   Students electing this course should 
have some experience in, and possess a proficient level of, drawing and visual composition skills. The course will combine traditional art 
theories such as layout, design, composition, and color with the computer graphics software programs Illustrator and Photoshop.  The 
course integrates appreciation, criticism, history, and career opportunities into its content. 
 
 

Graphic Design Contract 
 

Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)  
Prerequisites:   Graphic Design 1(B or better) 
 

This course focuses on advanced graphic design software and technology. Students in this course will explore aspects of digital art and 
graphic design such as package design, advertisement graphics, and poster design.  This course assumes students possess a proficient 
level of drawing and composition skills. It is advised that students have some background experience in drawing and visual composition 
before electing this course.  
 
 

Advertising Design 
 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credits:  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):   1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  Graphic Design (B or better); teacher approval 
 
 

This course provides students with the opportunity to apply design principles using computer software including Illustrator, Photoshop, 
and Web Software to develop advertising materials for their own fictitious company.  Topics included are logo design, corporate identity, 
product packaging, print advertising, and web page design. 
 
 

Computer Animation 
 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F & S)  
Prerequisite:  Graphic Design 1(B or better) 
 
 

This is an introductory course in computer animation. Emphasis is placed upon developing the student’s expertise with computer 
hardware, software tools, and the video utilized in creating electronic images that move.  Topics include stop motion, designing characters, 
backgrounds, pans, and creative cameral moves for the animated scene.  Students learn to layout scenes around character action, work 
with cameral fields, and deal with issues of composition and perspective to create moods through layout. 
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BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 
 
The globalization of business is moving forward at a frantic pace creating new systems, strategies, and practices and leaving “in its wake” 
many business people confused and in a disadvantaged position.  Corporations must, and many small business owners and 
entrepreneurs will, engage in new business ventures and incorporate new technology.  This fact alone necessitates the consideration of 
business electives for all students. 
 
Students should know how businesses operate and how they affect and are affected by societal, governmental, and economic 
phenomena.  The course of studies in Business Education provides students with the opportunity to develop the skills and techniques 
necessary for success in the global workplace.  The program is geared to the demands of the business world and to prepare college-
bound students with a knowledge base on which to build. 
 
 

Accounting Electives 
 

Personal Finance 

 

Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Semester 
 
This is a fantastic course for all students who want to acquire the lifelong personal financial skills necessary to manage the money flowing 
in and out of their wallets.  Understanding financial concepts such as the time value of money and risk vs. reward is imperative in achieving 
one’s future financial goals.  Students will learn money management strategies, how to budget, the banking system, financial 
services/products, the importance of and how to maintain good credit, trading various financial instruments and investment strategies, 
tax preparation, and insurance.  This course will center around hands-on activities and real-life financial decisions and problems.  It’s 
never too early to think about funding college, your first car, home ownership, and your retirement nest egg.  Start now by investing your 
time in Personal Finance. 
 

Accounting 

 

Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
Accounting is the language of business; the process of recording, analyzing, interpreting, and reporting financial information used by 
managers and owners of businesses.  A knowledge of accounting is a crucial component of academic background for any student 
interested in pursuing a college major in business, as well as for those who will choose entrepreneurial ventures and small business 
ownership.  This is a hands-on course with heavy emphasis on the use of computers and commercial level accounting software. 
 

Honors Accounting 

 

Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
 
Accounting is considered to be a “core” course for virtually every business degree.  Honors Accounting is a grade-weighted course 
designed to meet needs of students who are interested in business as a career goal but find it difficult to fit a full year accounting course 
in their schedule.  The course content and requirements are identical to the full-year College Accounting course.  Because the course will 
cover the equivalent of a full-year course in half the time, it is strongly recommended that students who elect to take this course are highly 
disciplined and committed to academics. 
 

Banking 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Teacher approval required 
 
An opportunity to work in the Central Treasury of the high school is offered to qualified juniors and seniors.  Students will  prepare and 
receive deposits, count money, write checks, reconcile the bank account, and maintain customer accounts.  Students should have had 
at least one business subject or membership in FBLA.  This course may be repeated. 
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Computer Literacy Electives 

 

 
Computer literacy and knowledge of computer applications has become an important and necessary part of our daily lives.  Several of 
the courses listed below are designed to assist students in developing the skills needed to become certified as Microsoft Office User 
Specialists (MOUS).  The MOUS certification program is globally recognized as verification of expertise in the use of Microsoft Excel, 
Power Point, and Word software. 
 

Computer Applications 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
To gain an edge in today’s highly competitive world, every student needs to be proficient in the Microsoft Office suite, as the majority of 
businesses and colleges use it as their core software.  This hands-on course will instruct students in the following:  Excel and Access.  
By learning these different programs, the students will learn how to manage information and present information in an efficient and 
professional manner.  Class assignments will be projects-based, and the student will sharpen computer skills needed for their current 
and future classes. 
 
 

Business Electives 

 

Work Release 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  None    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6-18    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F & S) 
Prerequisite:  Completed application, Counselor, Principal, and parent approval 
 
The Work Release program is an option for twelfth grade students who have met most of their graduation requirements and will be eligible 
for a diploma if they attend school part of the day.  Applications are available in the Counseling Office.  Students accepted for Work 
Release are subject to the rules and regulations established by state and local agencies as well as Great Valley High School.  Any student 
accepted in the Work Release program must show proof of employment at the beginning of the school year and every two weeks 
thereafter.  The Work Release program is for senior students who have enough credits to graduate and wish to work during part of the 
school day for no credit.  Students must provide their own transportation. 
 

Career Internship Business 

 

Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .25 or .5   Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6-18    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F &/or S) 
 
The Career Internship program in Business provides seniors with the opportunity to earn credit by working in area businesses and learning 
skills not taught in the regular school curriculum.  Students can earn .25 credits for 30-59 hours of work per semester or .50 credits for 
60+ hours of work per semester.  Internship requirements include completed resume and application, student log, term paper or 
presentation, a written student reflection and evaluation of experiences, and an internship supervisor’s evaluation.  Students must provide 
their own transportation. 
 

Business Law 

 

Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Business operates in a society and world which have laws emanating from different governmental and judicial entities.  This course will 
show how business and personal law impacts not only business but the lives of young people and adults as well.  The course wi ll focus 
on our legal and court system, employer-employee relations, buyer-seller relations, and contractual agreements for business and personal 
use. 
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Study/Success Skills 

 

Grade(s):   9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
These two courses will assist high school and college-bound students to prepare for and adjust to a learning environment.  Students will 
cover units on learning styles, study strategies, listening skills, organizing time, note-taking from reading, and the process of determining 
the important aspects of a lecture. 
 

Desmond Hotel Partnership 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
 
Students interested in the hospitality and service industries or areas of management, accounting, marketing, and sales are encouraged 
to take this course.  In conjunction with personnel from the Desmond Hotel, located in the Great Valley Corporate Center, Great Valley 
students electing this course will research, plan, prepare and present a banquet for approximately 300 members of the school community.  
Topics included will be leadership skills, market research, advertising, cost analysis, purchasing, personnel allocation, and budgeting.  
Students are also involved with the Great Valley Community Arts Foundation, the Great Valley School District Holiday Senior Citizen 
Luncheon, and smaller in-house projects.  All interested students must complete an application to be considered for the class.  Students 
accepted into this course will receive credit for a business elective.  This course may be repeated, subject to teacher approval. 
 

Service Club 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .1/period   Level:  AA 
Period(s):  1-3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F & S) 
 
Service Club offers our students the opportunity to get involved in their school community in a very tangible way.  Students utilize the 
skills they have acquired in the classroom to assist teachers and staff members in real-life situations.  Students can work with teachers, 
coaches, support staff, and other personnel in various offices throughout the high school.  Service projects can range from simple clerical 
activities to helping mentors and research activities.  Students must secure a mentor and prepare a reflective journal at the conclusion of 
the program. 
 
Service Club is limited to 3X per cycle, and students cannot have a combination of more than six total periods of Campus/Study 
Hall/Service Club/Academic Support/Guided Study. 
 

Sports & Entertainment Marketing 

 

Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
 
This course is an introduction to Marketing and Advertising with a focus on the Sports and Entertainment industry.  Students will focus on 
both the promotion of sporting events and teams as well as the promotion of other products and services through sports.  Through our 
partnerships with several local professional sports franchises, students will learn well beyond the classroom how these businesses spark 
the interest and earn profits from millions of consumers.  Students will attend our “Professionals in Sports” program in conjunction with 
the Philadelphia 76ers and a “Day at the Ballpark” behind the scenes tour of Citizens Bank Ballpark in conjunction with the Philadelphia 
Phillies.  This class focuses and builds upon a student’s passion with real-life learning. 
 

Entrepreneurship 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Building upon the American dream, this course will help students understand what it is like to be an entrepreneur in today’s competitive 
business environment.  Students will learn the inherent qualities and traits of an entrepreneur from overcoming the odds to the ability of 
bouncing back from failures.  Students will gain an appreciation for the risks and rewards involved in owning and operating their own 
businesses.  A computer based simulation will be used to provide students with an in-depth, real-world experience in creating a 
comprehensive business plan for a business they individually choose and have the passion for. 
 
 
 

 
 



14 
 

ENGLISH 

 
 
The English program is founded upon five important concepts:  1) skills must be fully integrated with content throughout the four-year 
program; 2) students will share, to the extent possible, in a common core of academic experiences organized around a set of common 
themes; 3) the English curriculum will provide opportunities for integration with other programs of study in the high school; 4) course 
readings will reflect a diversity of voices and cultures; and 5) through focusing on all aspects of the writing process, students will develop 
ideas and discover their unique perspectives. 
 
Students may be considered for advanced study in the discipline based upon teacher recommendation, standardized test results, and 
grades. 
 
 
 

English Nine 
 
 

Honors Patterns of Human Experience 

 
Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
Honors Patterns of the Human Experience is a rigorous course centered on the intensive study of literature and the writer’s craft.  The 

course is intended to prepare the students for Honors Placement in their sophomore year and the Advanced Placement literature courses 

in their junior and senior years.  The core readings are drawn from Greek mythology, Shakespeare, novels, short stories, and poems.  

Classic texts will be paired with contemporary and multi-cultural readings that share similar patterns and archetypes.  The imaginative 

structure of classic texts has shaped the world in which we live, and the inclusion of a variety of contemporary works will help students 

recognize the impact of these patterns on contemporary literature, language, and our culture. 

 

While the course may share many texts with the Academic level, the Honors curriculum includes supplementary texts of increased 

difficulty, as well as increased expectations of depth, insight, and connection in discussions and in the composition of writing assignments.  

Students in this course are expected to maintain a high level of autonomy and personal responsibility for their learning while keeping 

pace with the rigor of the course.  Thorough preparation is required to be able to demonstrate participation and scholarship, insightful 

discussion, and thinking and learning beyond the curriculum. 

 

*Note:  Required Recommendations for enrollment in Honors Patterns of the Human Experience:  Successful completion of the 

eighth-grade English course with at least a B+, recommendation of the eighth-grade teacher, strong standardized test results, and 

successful completion of summer assignments. 

 

Patterns of Human Experience 

 

Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
The ninth grade course Patterns of Human Experience centers on four thematic units: Creation and Destruction, Transformation, Rites 
of Passage, and The Quest.  This course serves as an introduction to Great Valley High School’s English curriculum and as the basis for 
the development of reading, writing, and analytical skills essential to the later study of literature.  The core readings are drawn from Greek 
mythology, Shakespeare, novels, short stories, and poems.  Classic texts will be paired with contemporary and multi-cultural readings 
that share similar patterns and archetypes.  The imaginative structure of classic texts has shaped the world in which we live, and the 
inclusion of a variety of contemporary works will help students recognize the impact of these patterns on contemporary literature, 
language, and our culture. 
 
At the Academic level, students are introduced to and guided through instruction in the analytical essay, and teachers model and scaffold 
reading strategies to allow students to comprehend and analyze increasingly difficult texts.  Regular formative assessment is utilized to 
help teachers identify and remediate reading and writing skill needs.  Students who demonstrate growth in the subject are encouraged to 
move up to the Honors level for their sophomore year. 
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English Ten 

 

Honors Decisions, Consequences & Reflections 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year   
 
Honors Decisions, Consequences and Reflections is a rigorous seminar course centered on the intensive study of literature and the 
writer’s craft.  The course’s lessons on poetry, drama, fictional prose and creative nonfiction will prepare students for AP courses in their 
junior and senior year.  Students will research and prepare for an in-depth seminar presentation, focusing on at least three different forms 
of writing.  Students in this course are expected to maintain a high level of autonomy and personal responsibility for their learning while 
keeping pace with the rigor of the course.  Thorough preparation is required to be able to demonstrate participation and scholarship, 
insightful discussion, and thinking and learning beyond the curriculum. 
 
Recommendations for enrollment in the Honors Decisions, Consequences and Reflections:  Successful completion of the Accelerated 
level ninth grade English course with at least a B+ or the Honors level ninth grade English course with at least a B-, recommendation of 
the ninth-grade English teacher, and successful completion of the summer assignments.  Students who fail to complete the summer 
assignments on time may be dropped from this class. 
 

Accelerated Decisions, Consequences & Reflections 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  ACC (Weighted .25) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
Accelerated Decisions, Consequences and Reflections builds upon the competencies and essential understandings acquired in the ninth-
grade course.  While the ninth-grade course examines universal patterns in the human experience, the tenth grade’s thematic focus is 
upon the consequences of individual decisions.  This thematic approach is examined through the intensive study of the major l iterary 
genres and culturally diverse writers.  Analytical writing techniques continue to be used as students learn to master the analytical essay 
and begin to craft their own stylistic voice.  In addition, students will build upon the study of literary analysis learned in freshman year. 
 
At the Accelerated level, students will confront challenging literature ranging from modern writers to classic dramatic works.  Students are 
expected to maintain a high level of autonomy as they grapple with multi-layered works that may have complex narrative structure and 
challenging diction and syntax.  This study is to prepare them for the complexities of texts read in 11 th and 12th grade, and students who 
demonstrate an aptitude and interest in the subject have the opportunity to move up to the Advanced Placement level in 11th and 12th 
grade if they so choose. 
 

Decisions, Consequences & Reflections 

 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
Decisions, Consequences and Reflections builds upon the competencies and essential understandings acquired in the ninth-grade 
course.  While the ninth-grade course examines universal patterns in the human experience, the tenth grade’s thematic focus is upon the 
consequences of individual decisions.  This thematic approach is examined through the intensive study of the major literary genres and 
culturally diverse writers.  Students will have intensive lessons on analytical writing to improve their organization, focus, content, and style 
in the analytical essay.  In addition, students will be guided through the study of literary analysis and build upon the skills learned in 
freshman year. 
 
At the Academic level, teachers will guide the students through increasingly challenging texts with a fair amount of scaffolding to help 
them achieve understanding of the deep analysis of literature.  Students will also work on the skills to help them achieve proficiency on 
the state Keystone test in literature.  Students who demonstrate an aptitude at the Academic level are encouraged to move up to the 
Honors level for their 11th grade year. 
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English Eleven 

 

AP English: Language and Composition 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
 
Advanced Placement English: Language and Composition is a weighted course for juniors interested in the serious examination of prose 
style and in developing skill in their own argumentative, analytical, and expository writing.  Instruction in literary criticism occurs regularly 
and culminates in the completion of a literary critical analysis paper which argues a thesis developed by students.  AP Language and 
Composition will continue the students’ study of vocabulary, grammar, presentation skills, and research.  The length and comp lexity of 
the course assignments are commensurate with the course description.  This course provides students with the academic equivalent of 
one year of Composition at the university level.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP Language and Composition 
exam. 

 
Recommendations for enrollment in AP Language and Composition:  B+ or better in honors or accelerated tenth-grade English, 
recommendation of tenth-grade teacher, and successful completion of summer assignments.  Students who fail to complete the summer 
assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  
 

Honors American Journey 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
The Honors American Journey course focuses on the American literary tradition through thematic units.  Building upon knowledge gained 
in tenth grade, the course challenges students to expand their approach to literature through rigorous whole class texts and independent 
study.  Students will regularly compose fully developed analytical essays, and the course culminates in the completion of an in-depth 
literary critical analysis paper which argues a thesis developed by students on two texts of their choice.  Students in this course are 
expected to be strong, independent readers and to contribute to the class with thoughtful, original discussion. 
 
Recommendations for enrollment in Honors American Journey: Successful completion of the Honors level tenth grade English course, 
the Accelerated level tenth grade English course with at least a B-, or the Academic level tenth grade English course with an A, 
recommendation of the tenth-grade English teacher, and successful completion of the summer assignments.  Students who fail to 
complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from this class. 
 

The American Journey 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
The American Journey focuses on the American literary tradition through four thematic units. Building upon knowledge gained in tenth 
grade, the course invites students to expand their approach to literature through whole class texts and guided independent study.  
Students will regularly compose analytical essays, and the course culminates in the completion of a literary critical analysis paper which 
argues a thesis developed by students on one text of their choice.  At the Academic level, teachers will guide the students through 
increasingly challenging texts with a fair amount of scaffolding to help them achieve understanding of the deep analysis of l iterature.  
Students in this course will need to dedicate significant time to independent reading and prepare to engage in thoughtful discussions 
about the units of study. 
 
Students who demonstrate an aptitude at the Academic level are encouraged to move up to the Honors level for their 12th grade year. 
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English Twelve 

 

AP English: Literature & Composition 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
 
Advanced Placement English is a weighted course for seniors who have demonstrated a high degree of competency in writing and literary 
analysis.  Students will read and analyze a wide range of both classic and modern Literature.  The program provides students with the 
academic equivalent of one year of literature and composition at the university level.  Students in this course are expected to take the 
AP English Examination. 

 
Recommendations for enrollment in AP Literature and Composition:  B in AP Language or a B+ in Honors American Journey, teacher 
recommendation, and successful completion of summer reading assignments.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments 
on time may be dropped from the class.  Students are expected to take the Literature Subject Test upon completion of this course.  

It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of AP English: Literature and Composition (May or 
June exam dates). 
 
 

Honors Plays and Playwrights 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Sem. (F or S) 
 
Honors Plays and Playwrights is a rigorous course centered on the close study of major dramatic writings of Western Culture.  
Shakespeare, world masterpieces, and modern American masterpieces will be discussed, with a variety of options studied in each 
category.  Major writing assignments continue the development of literary analysis writing and close reading skills emphasized throughout 
the English curriculum.  Students in this course must be willing to participate in a high level of discussion and engagement with the genre.  
While the course shares texts with the academic level, students in this course are expected to expand their understanding of the genre 
through an independent analysis of a playwright’s craft over multiple texts in the genre. 
 
Recommendations for enrolling in the Honors Plays and Playwrights course:  Successful completion of the Honors American Journey 
course with at least a B, teacher recommendation, and successful completion of the summer assignments.  Students who fail to complete 
the summer assignments on time may be dropped from this class. 
 
 

Plays and Playwrights 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Sem. (F or S) 
 
Plays and Playwrights is a course centered on the close study of major dramatic writings of Western Culture. Shakespeare, world 
masterpieces, and modern American masterpieces will be discussed, with a variety of options studied in each category.  Major writing 
assignments continue the development of literary analysis writing and close reading skills emphasized throughout the English curriculum.  
Students in this course must be willing to participate in a high level of discussion and engagement with the genre.  While the Academic 
level shares many texts with the Honors level, teachers provide more guidance and scaffolding to help students navigate the plans and 
writing assignments. 
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Honors Forms of Fiction 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Sem. (F or S) 
 
Honors Forms of Fiction is a thematic approach to modern literature, as students will examine how common human experiences and 
themes are conveyed through various genres such as drama, short story, the novel, and film.  Readings of challenging fictional works 
and critical essays along with viewings of films and excerpts will provide material for discussion and written analysis.  Each quarter, 
students are given the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of core concepts through cooperative projects, persuasive and 
analytical essays, and oral presentations.  Writing assignments continue the development of writing the argument skills emphasized 
throughout the English curriculum at the high school.  Formal or informal oral presentations, class discussions, and note taking continue 
the development of speaking and listening skills. 
 
At the Honors level, students are expected to demonstrate a high level of autonomy in analyzing texts and developing both wri tten and 
oral arguments for their critical interpretations of the works.  Students should be prepared to participate in seminar discussions around 
the texts. 
 
Recommendations for enrolling in the Honors Forms of Fiction course:  Successful completion of the Honors American Journey course 
with at least a B, teacher recommendation, and successful completion of the summer assignments.  Students who fail to complete the 
summer assignments on time may be dropped from this class. 
 

Forms of Fiction 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Sem. (F or S) 
 
Academic Forms of Fiction is a thematic approach to modern literature, as students will examine how common human experiences and 
themes are conveyed through various genres such as drama, short story, the novel, and film.  Students are guided through the 
interpretation of fictional works as they discover the commonality of universal themes in all types of fictional genres.  Each quarter, 
students are given the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of core concepts through cooperative projects, persuasive and 
analytical essays, and oral presentations.  Writing assignments continue the development of speaking and listening skills. 
 
At the Academic level, the teacher will help students navigate through challenging texts.  Through the discussions in class, students are 
expected to synthesize an argument and develop formally constructed essays arguing a position. 
 

Honors Modern and Contemporary Fiction 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Sem. (F or S) 
 
Challenging readings in Accelerated Modern and Contemporary Fiction are selected from a diversity of voices contributing to the body of 
20th/21st century literature.  Students will explore Modernist themes of alienation and angst within short stories, drama, and novels, with 
voices ranging from the “Lost Generation” of the 1920s to the socially-conscious voices of contemporary writers.  Students are expected 
to demonstrate a high level of autonomy through both the reading and written assignments.  Writing will be practiced and strengthened 
through a variety of assignments, including but not limited to: timed writings, literary critical essays, summaries, and book critiques.  
Formal and informal oral presentations, class discussion, and note taking further listening and speaking skills. 
 

Recommendations for enrolling in the Honors Modern and Contemporary Fiction course:  Successful completion of the Honors American 
Journey course with at least a B, teacher recommendation, and successful completion of the summer assignments.  Students who fail to 
complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from this class. 
 

Modern and Contemporary Fiction 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Sem. (F or S) 
 
Readings selected from a diversity of voices will help students discover the way modern society has shaped and influenced literature in 
the 20th and 21st century.  Students will read a wide range of modern voices, from the “Lost Generation” of the 1920s to the socially-
conscious voices of contemporary writers.  Writing assignments continue the development of writing and argument skills emphasized 
throughout the English curriculum at the high school.  Writing will be practiced and strengthened through a variety of assignments, with 
an emphasis on literary critical essays.  Formal and informal oral presentations, class discussion, and note taking further listening and 
speaking skills. 
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General English Elective 

 

Creative Writing 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Creative Writing is a semester elective rooted in the principle that freedom and discipline are indispensable correlatives in writing 
creatively.  Students explore various modes of creative expression in writing, specifically in genres of short fiction, poetry, or drama.  
Students are expected to acquire writing skills and experience in creative areas which they may not have explored previously.  In addition, 
they are encouraged to write in the genres in which they are most comfortable.  In all written work, primary emphasis is upon the process 
of writing.  Students are encouraged to contribute to the literary magazine and to enter writing contests.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Surveyor 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Teacher approval 
 
Surveyor is open to all students with the recommendation of an English, art, or social studies teacher or guidance counselor.  The course 
provides for continuity of leadership and skill in the planning and preparation of the Surveyor and results in a minimum of five publications 
during the school year.  Because this course is essentially “hands-on” students are expected to contribute to overall effort of producing 
the paper, including layout, page design, editing, photographing, copyrighting, selling advertising, and interviewing.  Students will be 
introduced to sound principles of journalism in an atmosphere where budding journalists and knowledgeable “pros” have the opportunity 
to learn from each other.  Students are encouraged to elect successive years in the course.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Musket 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Completed application with recommendations and teacher approval. 
 
Musket is open to all students with the recommendation of an English, art, or social studies teacher.  The course provides for continuity 
of leadership and skills in the planning and preparation of the Musket.  Because this course is essentially “hands-on”, students are 
expected to contribute to the overall effort of producing the yearbook, including delivering copy, photos and layouts on time, selling 
advertising space, meeting quarterly page deadlines, and meeting the final deadline for the book.  Production and communication skills 
will sharpen the student’s eye upon his task, enabling him to produce a yearbook which tells the story of Great Valley High School in a 
lively and accurate way.  Primary evaluation will be based on individual contributions to the successful completion of the book.  Students 
are encouraged to elect successive years in the course.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Popular Culture Studies 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Popular Culture Studies gives students the opportunity to critically examine modern cultural, artistic, and entertainment forms.  The course 
is designed to demonstrate that the critical skills taught and developed in other English classes can be applied not only to canonized 
works but also to the popular art forms we encounter in contemporary society.  Students will reconsider their definition of literature to 
include alternative forms.  To that end, course work will work to demystify literature, showing that many forms of popular entertainment 
are worth our attention and study.  Works to be studied include films (documentary and dramatic), popular music, television, and critical 
essays.  Course assessment will be based in large part on student writing and analysis, supporting the students’ study of writing in the 
non-elective English program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Musket 
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Debate 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Debate is a semester elective course designed to provide a means for students to argue in support of a position in a formal atmosphere.  
An examination of basic terminology of argumentation with explanations and examples will provide the background for the course.  
Activities will include researching and writing briefs that support a position and then presenting arguments orally in formal debate; this is 
done both individually and in pairs.  There is a high expectation and need for collaboration.  Additionally, each student will lead at least 
two discussions over the course of the semester, providing the topic and facilitating the ensuing discussion.  Presentations are meant to 
foster strong public speaking, questioning, and listening skills.  Activities will test the students’ understanding of the technical aspects of 
supporting a position through interpretation, analysis, and evaluation of arguments.  Feedback is through both peer and teacher 
evaluations, which help students learn to give and receive constructive criticism and use it to become a stronger participant. 
 
Though an introductory course, there is a high level of individual responsibility and research required. 
 

Stories of the Holocaust 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Stories of the Holocaust is a semester elective offered to students in tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades.  Because Holocaust literature 
encompasses a wide variety of literary genres, and because it derives from a true-to-life epic in human history, students will examine both 
basic truths about human nature and credible models of heroism and dignity through novels, short stories, drama, films, poetry, diaries, 
and memoirs.  Students will be evaluated through essays, a variety of projects, and participation in class activities. 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 

 
 

“Empowering Students for the Future” 

 
 

Child Development 1 and the Great Valley Preschool 

 
Grade(s):  9-11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
This course offers an exciting year of learning about the development of children.  Students will have the opportunity to apply their 
knowledge through interaction with 3 and 4 year-old children in our on-site preschool laboratory.  The student’s behavior, language and 
attitude must be positive, and their dress and appearance must be appropriate to work with young children.  Regular school attendance 
is of utmost importance to ensure effective participation in the preschool program. 
 
 

Child Development 2 and the Great Valley Preschool 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C in Child Development 1 and teacher approval 
 
Come enter the world of children through storytelling, puppetry, circle time, imaginative play, and music and movement.  Students will 
apply the knowledge and skill obtained in Child Development 1 and begin to plan and carry out activities with 3 to 5 year-old children in 
our preschool program.  The student’s behavior, language, and attitude must be positive, and their dress and appearance must be 
appropriate to work with young children.  Regular school attendance is of utmost importance to ensure effective participation in the 
preschool program. 
 
 

Child Development 3 and the Great Valley Preschool 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C in Child Development 2 and teacher approval 

 
If you are thinking of a career in teaching, working with young children, nursing, psychology, counseling, special education, physical 
therapy, or parenting someday, this course is for you!  Emphasis is placed on the advanced student, giving them opportunities to teach 
and run the Great Valley Preschool Program by using effective communication and positive guidance while developing a relationship with 
each preschool child. 
 
 

Child Development 4 and the Great Valley Preschool 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C in Child Development 3 and teacher approval 

 
This Child Development Course is designed for seniors.  Students will learn important factors in giving preschoolers the best start in 
kindergarten.  They will create lesson plans and teach in the Great Valley Preschool Program five times a week.  The emphasis is on 
preschool math, art, science, language arts, safety, and building a child’s self-esteem. 
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Career Internship/Child Development 5 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  B in Child Development 1 and 2 and teacher approval 
 
Students interested in elementary teaching or careers in early childhood programs will benefit from this course.  Students will work closely 
with child development specialists at The Goddard School and Great Valley elementary schools.  Students will be asked to participate in 
program planning, observations of preschool and elementary children, and planning and teaching lessons.  They will also learn the 
business of running a day care center.  The student’s behavior, language, and attitude must be positive, and their dress and appearance 
must be appropriate to work with young children.  Transportation must be provided by the student. 
 
Students must have a driver’s license and parking lot permit from Great Valley High School.  Students must drive to their partnership 
individually. 
 

Foods 1: Fundamentals of Foods 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)   Fee:  Yes 
 
Experience the excitement of preparing food.  In this course students will be introduced to the connections between nutrition and wellness.  
They will be involved in food laboratory experiences based on the revised food pyramid “My Plate”.  All students must pay a $15.00 lab 
fee. 

 

Foods 2: Regional & International Cuisine 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Spring    Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisite:  C in Foods 1:  Fundamentals of Food and teacher approval 
 
Regional and International Cuisine offers students the opportunity to pursue the study of foods of the US and foreign countries.  Students 
will learn the advanced skills of organization and time management.  All students must pay a $15.00 lab fee. 

 

Gourmet Cooking 1 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F)   Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisite:  C in Foods 1:  Fundamentals of Food and teacher approval 

 
Enter the exciting world of food as it relates to gourmet cooking and entertaining with a creative flair.  Students will prepare meals using 
advanced culinary techniques.  They will also learn the importance of etiquette and entertaining informally.  All students must pay a 
$20.00 lab fee.  (Additional fees will be collected, if necessary, for a field trip and special seasonal projects.) 

 

Gourmet Cooking 2 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (S)   Fee:  Yes 
Prerequisite:  C in Foods 1:  Fundamentals of Food and teacher approval 
 
This course will focus on the art of gourmet cooking and entertaining.  Students will incorporate the 3 P’s (planning, preparation, and 
presentation) of gourmet cooking.  Emphasis will be placed on the importance of etiquette in the home and in business.  Special topics 
will include formal entertaining, table setting, advanced garnishing, and finishing touches.  All students must pay a $20.00 lab fee.  

(Additional fees will be collected, if necessary, for a field trip and special seasonal projects.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Career 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
 
The Health and Physical Education program contributes to the total fitness, growth, and development of students through classroom 
instruction and physical activities. 
 
 

Health Education 

 
GVHS Health courses provide students with an understanding of the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle through proper nutrition, 
living habits, and exercise.  Health is a required course.  Students must take two semesters of health in 9th grade and one semester in 

either 11th or 12th grade. 
 

Health 9 

 
Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  2 Sem. (F & S) 
 
Health 9 is required for all students and must be taken in 9th grade.  It is offered as two semester courses for 3 periods a cycle each 

semester.  The curriculum centers on a variety of health related topics that encourage students to develop good habits.  The course 
emphasizes health awareness and responsible decision making. 
 

Health 11/12 

 
Grade(s):  11 or 12   Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s): 1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Health 11/12 is required for all students and must be taken in 11th or 12th grade.  In this course students will study the biological and 

social development of human beings from fertilization through death.  The course will emphasize characteristics of healthy relationships, 
sexuality, marriage, and parenthood.  The curriculum is presented through classroom discussions and activities, library research, and 
computer-based learning activities. 
 
 
 

Physical Education 

 
The primary goals of the PE courses are to improve individual fitness while enabling the student to make educated decisions regarding 
application of gained knowledge.  Students will have the opportunity to participate in activities that support the achievement of their fitness 
goals and promote lifelong participation in physical education activities that contribute to a health life.  Components of the classes that 
are offered through Physical Education 9-12 are the following: 
 
 Personal Fitness 
 Fitness Development (Weight Training) 
 Collaborative Outdoor Activities 
 Collaborative Indoor Activities 
 Wall Climbing 
 Cross Training 
 

 All 9th and 10th grade students must take one physical education class for the fall and one for the spring semester each year.  

The classes include General Physical Education or Cross Training. 

 All 11th and 12th grade students must take one physical education course in the fall or one in the spring semester each year. 

 Medical conditions restricting or limiting participation in any course or activity must be verified by a doctor, and a written copy 
must be on file in the Nurse’s Office.  All medicals will be evaluated to have the student perform activities that are suited for their 
medical condition.  The goal is to limit the amount of non-participation. 

 
 All PE classes may be repeated for credit. 

 
NOTE:  Every effort will be made to schedule the physical education class a student requests.  If the physical education course a student 

selected cannot be scheduled due to class size or course conflicts, the student will be moved into another physical education class. 
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General Physical Education 9th and 10th  

 
Grade(s):  9-10    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s): 3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F & S) 
 
This course focuses on physical fitness and individual goal setting through personal fitness assessment and collaborative activities.  
Students will actively engage in a multitude of fitness and collaborative activities while focusing on the improvement of motor skills, 
application of game strategies, and enhancement of group interaction.  In addition, students will strive to improve both health-related and 
skill-related elements of fitness through participation in these activities.  Activities offered include but are not limited to: running/walking 
program, weight training development, soccer, flag football, ultimate Frisbee, basketball, floor hockey, volleyball, speed ball, tennis, 
softball, kin-ball, and wall climbing.  This course may be repeated. 

 
 

General Physical Education 11th and 12th   

 
Grade(s):  11-12     Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s): 3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
This course focuses on physical fitness and individual goal setting through personal fitness assessment and collaborative activities.  
Students will actively engage in a multitude of fitness and collaborative activities while focusing on the improvement of motor skills, 
application of game strategies, and enhancement of group interaction.  In addition, students will strive to improve both health-related and 
skill-related elements of fitness through participation in these activities.  Activities offered include but are not limited to: running/walking 
program, weight training development, soccer, flag football, ultimate Frisbee, basketball, floor hockey, volleyball, speedball, tennis, 
softball, kin-ball, and wall climbing.  This course may be repeated 
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MATHEMATICS  
 
Through the study of mathematics, students are provided an opportunity to better understand the society in which we live.  Since 
mathematics is at the center of technological advances, it is essential that all students, regardless of their varying needs and levels of 
ability, acquire knowledge of structure and pattern of mathematics as well as computational ability.  Students are expected to provide 
their own calculator. 

 
 

Introduction to College Mathematics 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 2. 
 
This course is designed to prepare students for mathematics courses in the college curricula.  It involves the study of algebra through 
quadratics.  Topics will include: problem solving with directed numbers, polynomials and rational expressions, solving first-degree 
equations and inequalities in one variable, graphing a first-degree equation in two variables, solving literal equations for the indicated 
variables, factoring polynomials, and solving quadratic equations.  Students will have the opportunity to take the Accuplacer used for 
College placement.  This course follows the curriculum as outlined by the Delaware County Community College.  The DCCC final exam 
will be administered at the end of the course. 
 
Note:  This course is not approved by the NCAA Clearinghouse.  This only affects college bound students who plan to play a 
Division I or II sport in college or university.  Division III sports and college bound students who do not plan to participate in 
sports during college are not subject to the NCAA Clearinghouse requirement. 

 

Math Remediation 

 
Grade(s):  9-11     Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation only 
 
This course is designed for students who need additional math support.  The emphasis will be on remediation of those skills identified as 
basic or below basic.  Students will also receive classroom instruction and individual assistance for their current math class. 
 

Algebra 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Course 3 in Middle School 
 
This is a full year course in the topics of Algebra 1.  Topics include reviewing polynomials, graphing and solving linear equations and 
inequalities in 2 variables, systems of linear equations, introduction to functions, rational and irrational numbers, factoring and solving 
quadratic equations, simplifying and solving rational expressions, and problem solving.  Additional topics may be included. 
 

Geometry 

 
Grade(s):  9-10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s): 6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 1 
 
This course is a one-year course in which students develop deductive reasoning skills.  Formal proofs are developed and forms of 
reasoning are presented.  Properties and measurements of plane and solid figures are taught.  Some emphasis is given to the application 
of geometry in other disciplines.  Topics include points, lines, angles, polygons, circles, coordinate geometry, congruence and similarity, 
areas and volumes. 
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Honors Geometry 

 
Grade(s):  9-10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:   A- (90%) in Algebra 1 and teacher recommendation 
 
This course is a one-year course in which students develop deductive reasoning skills.  Formal proofs are developed and forms of 
reasoning are presented.  Properties and measurements of plane and solid figures are taught.  Some emphasis is given to the application 
of geometry in other disciplines.  Topics include points, lines, angles, polygons, circles, coordinate geometry, congruence and similarity, 
areas and volumes.  Additional topics include extensive proof work, logic unit, constructions and loci, fractal geometry and project. 

Algebra 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  ACC, AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year               (ACC Weighted .25) 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Geometry and teacher recommendation for level 
 
Algebra 2 includes a brief review of Algebra 1 concepts with emphasis placed on theory and word problems.  Topics include linear and 
quadratic equations and inequalities, problem solving, systems of equations and inequalities, polynomials, complex numbers, rational 
functions, rational exponents and logarithms, conic sections, sequences and series.  Students will use graphing calculators in this course.  
Topics needed for the SAT will be covered in this course.  Students are encouraged to take the Math I Subject Test upon completion 

this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion Algebra 2 (May or June exam dates). 
 

Honors Algebra 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-10    Credit(s):  1     Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:   80% in Honors Geometry and 90% in Honors Algebra 1 (Middle School) and teacher approval 
                       90% in Accelerated Geometry and Algebra 1 (High School) and teacher approval 
 
Honors Algebra 2 is a brief review of Algebra 1 concepts but in greater detail, and new topics are added which are necessary for future 
study of Algebra.  More emphasis is placed on theory and applications.  Topics include:  linear/quadratic equations and inequalities with 
applications; systems of equations and inequalities with applications (including 3 variables); matrices with applications; polynomials; 
rational exponents; rational functions, complex numbers; exponential and logarithmic functions with applications; conic sections; 
sequences and series.  Topics needed for the SAT will be covered in this course.  Students will use graphing calculators in this course.  
Students are encouraged to take the Math I Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test 

as close as possible to the completion of Honors Algebra 2 (May or June exam dates). 
 

Algebra 3/Trigonometry 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  73% in Algebra 2 with teacher recommendation 

 
This level of Algebra 3 is designed for the student who wishes to continue their Algebra study and strengthen their skills in preparation 
for college mathematics, but may have had difficulty in Algebra 2.  This course takes the student through a thorough examination of all 
fundamental algebraic operations, factoring, graphing, exponents, linear equations, linear inequalities and quadratic equations.  Functions 
of various types (quadratic, polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic) will be analyzed along with solving polynomial equations.  
The course concludes with a brief study of systems of equations and the conic sections.  Topics in Trigonometry include trig functions, 
unit circle, identities, and solving equations.  Scientific calculators will be used throughout the course. 
 

Pre-Calculus 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  ACC, AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year               (ACC Weighted .25) 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Accelerated Algebra 2 or 80% in Algebra 2 with teacher recommendation for level 

 
This level of Pre-Calculus prepares students for a study of mathematics in college by examining separate topics in Algebra and 
Trigonometry.  Topics include intermediate Algebra, analytic geometry, and inequalities.  Trigonometry includes a full treatment of trig 
functions, unit circle concepts, identities, special angle formulas, applications, and solving equations.  Scientific calculators will be used 
throughout the course.  Graphing calculators (TI 83+/84) are used and will be provided as needed.  Students are encouraged to take the 
Math II exam upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of 

Pre-Calculus (May or June exam dates). 
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Honors Pre-Calculus 

 
Grade(s):  10-11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  85% in Honors Algebra 2 or 90% in Accelerated Algebra 2 and teacher recommendation 
 
Honors Pre-Calculus is an accelerated mathematics course covering topics in Pre-Calculus and Introductory topics in Calculus.  The 
Honors Pre-Calculus portion covers linear, polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic and trigonometric functions.  It also includes 
polar graphing, vectors, parametric equations, and sequences and series.  The Calculus A portion covers limits, continuity, the definition 
of the derivative, and techniques of differentiation.  A TI-89 graphing calculator is required for this course.  Students earning an 87% (B+) 
in this course will be recommended for BC Calculus.  Students are encouraged to take the Math II exam upon completion of this course.  

It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of Honors Pre-Calculus (May or June exam dates). 
 

Honors Calculus 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Accelerated Pre-Calculus or B- (80%) in Pre-Calculus 

 
This course is a review of Pre-Calculus and the beginning of a course in Calculus.  It is not meant to replace College Calculus (as are AB 
and BC Calculus).  Pre-Calculus topics include functions and their graphs, polynomial and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic 
functions, and a review of trigonometry.  Topics in differential calculus include limits, derivatives, and applications of differentiation.    An 
introduction to integral calculus is also included.  Students need a graphing calculator for this course.  Students are encouraged to take 
the Math II exam upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion 

of Calculus (May or June exam dates). 
 

AP Calculus (AB) 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  C- (70%) in Honors Pre-Calculus/Calculus A or B (83%) in Accelerated Pre-Calculus or A (93%) in Pre-Calculus or B (83%) 
in Functions and Topics in Calculus as well as teacher recommendation 
 
This course is equivalent to the first semester in undergraduate Calculus.  The course covers limits and continuity, derivatives and 
applications of differentiation, and integration and applications of the definite integral.  The TI-89 graphing calculator is required.     
Students are encouraged to take the Math II exam upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as 
close as possible to the completion of AP Calculus AB (May or June exam dates).  Students in this course are expected to take the 
AP Calculus Exam. 

 

AP Calculus (BC) 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B (87%) in Honors Pre-Calculus/Calculus A or B- (80%) in AB Calculus  
 
This course is the equivalent to the first two semesters in undergraduate Calculus.  Derivatives and integrals of both algebraic and 
transcendental functions as well as their applications are covered.  Other topics include rectilinear motion, area under polar curves, 
vectors, convergence and divergence of sequences and series.  A TI-89 graphing calculator is required.  Students are encouraged to 
take the Math II exam upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion 
of AP Calculus BC (May or June exam dates).  Students in this course are expected to take the AP Calculus Exam. 

 

AP Statistics 

 

Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:   AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  C+ (77%) in Accelerated Pre-Calculus or A- (90%) in Calculus and teacher approval 
 
Advanced Placement Statistics offers accelerated students a course requirement for many college programs.  The purpose is to develop 
student literacy in the application of statistics to many disciplines.  Both branches of statistics, descriptive and inferential, will be 
emphasized.  In addition to the text topics, requirements will include reporting on a research article and creating a complete statistical 
study.  Computers and graphing calculators will be used throughout.  Students are required to have a Ti-83+ graphing calculator for class 
and AP exam use.   
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Statistics 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  83% in Algebra 2 or beyond 
 
This course is designed for students who wish to gain an introduction to statistical concepts and their use in critical thinking.  Students 
will gain an understanding of the applicability of statistics, the methods and procedures of proper data analysis, and analysis of their 
results in context. The course includes topics in data analysis, normal models, linear regression, curve fitting, data collection, probability 
and inference concepts.  Students will use a TI-83+ graphing calculator throughout this course. 
 

Honors Introduction to Programming 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Honors Algebra 2 or Pre-Calculus and teacher approval 
 
Students taking this course are not expected to have any prior programming experience.  Programming language Python will be taught.  
The focus of the course is to provide the student with introductory programming ideas that are utilized in such technical fields as 
engineering, physics, chemistry, biology, and mathematics.  Once basic programming skills (i.e. computation, string handling, data types, 
control structures, arrays, etc.) are taught, real world applications based on student interest will be explored.  Student is expected to think 
critically and work independently. 
 

AP Computer Science 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  A (90%) in Pre-Calculus, B (80%) in Accelerated Pre-Calculus or C (70%) in Honors Pre-Calculus 
 
The focus of the AP Computer Science course is on the applied math foundation underlying computer science.  This full-year programming 
course will use the Java Language to introduce simple computations, string handling, data types (including integers and floating point 
decimals), programming style, control structures, order of operations, Boolean operators, arrays, functions, records, and object-oriented 
programming.  Students are engaged in problem solving, logical thinking, and algorithm design and efficiency.  Students in this course 
are expected to take the AP Computer Science Examination. 
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MUSIC EDUCATION 

 
Music is a part of everyone’s life and is at the core of the human experience.  The successful completion of one or more music courses 
should benefit a student’s journey toward becoming a well-rounded student.  Special arrangements will be made, if possible, to provide 
both choral and instrumental opportunities.   It is expected that those students who elect performing groups will participate in all 
performances. 

 
 

General Instruction 

 
 

Music Theory  

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
This course is for students who are interested in understanding the fundamental structures of music and composition.  Emphasis is placed 
on acquiring the basic skills of melody and harmony.  Students will be required to read and write short musical compositions as well as 
refine their skills in aurals, sight-singing, and musical dictation.  Music notation software will be introduced for use in compositions and 
assignments. 
 

AP Music Theory 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B+ in Music Theory 2, review by music faculty, music teacher approval 

 
This course offers the accelerated student a course which is accepted by many colleges for credit.  The course content follows the 
syllabus for the College Board Advanced Placement Program.  Students will be expected to develop advanced skills in aurals, sight-
singing, composition, and analysis.  These areas are developed through listening, performance, writing, and creative and analytical 
exercises.  The program prepares students for a college course by making demands upon them equivalent to those of full-year college 
introductory courses.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP Music Theory Examination. 

 

Piano Class 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
This course offers the individual a group approach toward acquiring and developing basic piano skills in a laboratory setting.  Piano Class 
emphasizes a hands-on experience utilizing the most recent developments in electronic keyboard and midi instruction.  No previous piano 
background is required; however, as the course is individually paced, advanced pianists may take the course as well.  This course may 
be repeated. 

 

Music Technology & Industry 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S)    
 
This course is designed to expose students to the basics of music technology.  Computer music formats, electronic instruments, music 
notation, recording technology and techniques, and film music are among the topics that will be addressed.  Students will have hands-on 
experience working with the computer programs such as GarageBand, Audacity, and iMovie. 
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Broadway Musical Theater 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
This course will examine the musical theatre through a variety of experiences.  Students will study the historical growth of the American 
Musical as it was influenced from Europe, off-Broadway, and cinematic musicals, as well as the development of musical theatre from 
Vaudeville to its current similarity to opera.  Students will have the opportunity for solo and small group productions of musical scenes 
from the works studied and/or original creations and have the chance to develop skills in drama, vocal music, and dance.  The students 
will be trained in production aspects of musical theatre and afforded the opportunity to learn auditioning skills which would be beneficial 
in preparing for the annual GVHS Drama Guild musical production. 
 

Guitar 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
This course is designed for beginning and young guitarists, and no experience is required.  Various aspects of guitar performance will be 
outlined.  Students will learn a variety of chords, scales, and playing techniques on acoustic guitar.  Students will also learn to read a 
series of different notation systems.  Many styles of music will be covered in class.  School guitars are available for student use. 
 

Guitar 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Guitar 1, audition with music faculty 

 
This course is for advancing guitarists.  Topics including scale/chord relationships, improvisation, and varied music styles will be covered, 
as well as more advanced guitar-based compositional activities. 
 
 

Vocal Instruction 

 
 

Women’s Ensemble 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
 
Two and three part music of various styles and periods will be used with emphasis on the development of choral technique and 
musicianship.  This chorus is open to any female student who would like the experience of group singing.  No audition is required.  
Performances are required.  Upperclassmen are encouraged to audition for concert choir.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Concert Choir 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Audition or approval by director 
 
Concert Choir offers an experience in choral singing.  Members of the choir will perform choral literature in various styles and periods.  
Students should have good vocal skills and reading ability.  Extra rehearsals may be scheduled outside of school hours.  Attendance at 
all rehearsals and concerts is required.  This course may be repeated. 
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Chorale 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .2    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  1    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Enrolled in Concert Choir, Audition or approval by director 
 
This ensemble affords its members the opportunity to perform a wide variety of choral literature for a larger vocal ensemble.  Great 
importance is placed on balance, technique, expression, and slightly more advanced choral reading skills than Concert Choir.  Students 
must be confident and mature musicians.  A regular schedule of evening rehearsals is required.  Students are encouraged to take Music 
Theory and Piano Class in addition to this course.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Chamber Singers 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .2    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  1    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Audition, one year in concert choir, remains a member of concert choir 
 
This ensemble affords its members the opportunity to perform a wide variety of choral literature for small vocal ensemble.  Great 
importance is placed on choral reading skills and independent work outside the scheduled rehearsals.  Students must be confident and 
mature musicians.  A regular schedule of evening rehearsals is required.  Students are encouraged to take Music Theory and Piano 
Class.  This course may be repeated. 

 
 

Instrumental Instruction 

 
 

Concert Band 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Audition or approval of director 
 
The Great Valley High School Concert Band is made up of brass, woodwind, and percussion students in grades 9-12.  Emphasis is placed 
on the development of individual and ensemble musical skills and performance excellence through group rehearsals, public 
performances, and individual practice.  Occasional rehearsals will be scheduled outside the regular school day.  Attendance at all 
rehearsals and performances is required.  Students in the Concert Band are encouraged to continue private instruction and to participate 
in local, district, regional, state, and national concert festivals and contests.  Students will have the opportunity for small group lessons.  
This course may be repeated. 

 

String Orchestra 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .4    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  2    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Audition or approval of director 
 
The Great Valley High School String Orchestra is made up of students in grades 9-12 who play violin, viola, cello, and string bass.  
Emphasis is placed on the development of individual and ensemble musical skills and performance excellence through group rehearsals, 
public performances, and individual practice.  Occasional rehearsals will be scheduled outside the regular school day.  Attendance at all 
rehearsals and performances is required.  Students in the String Orchestra are encouraged to continue private instruction and to 
participate in local, district, regional, state, and national concert festivals and contests.  Students will have the opportunity for small group 
lessons.  This course may be repeated. 
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Unique Ensembles/Rock Band 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Are you ready to jam?  Students will learn techniques for rehearsing and performing within a small/unique ensemble setting, including 
aural training, improvisation, music theory, arranging, composing, lyric writing, and music technology equipment.  Emphasis will be placed 
on creativity and small group projects.  Ensemble size and variety will be determined by enrollment.  Vocalists and instrumentalists who 
play electric or acoustic guitar, bass guitar, drum set, keyboards, wind, string, and non-traditional instruments are eligible for enrollment.  
Possible style/grouping may include (but are not limited to):  Rock, Funk, Pop, String Quartet, Acapella, Brass, or Woodwind Quintet.  
This course may be repeated in each semester and/or in subsequent years. 

 

Jazz Ensemble 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Students typically must be a member of the String Orchestra and/or Concert Band; membership will be determined through 
auditions and required instrumentation; approval of director 
 
This ensemble affords the opportunity to perform a variety of American Jazz and modern music.  As parts are typically assigned to one 
student, emphasis will be placed on advancing individual performance skills including: scales, sight-reading, intonation, listening, and 
improvisation.  Rehearsals will be scheduled outside the regular school day.  Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required.  
Students in the Jazz Band are encouraged to continue private instruction and to participate in local, district, regional, state, and national 
concert festivals and contests.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Symphony Orchestra 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .2    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  1    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Students typically must be a member of the String Orchestra and/or Concert Band; membership will be determined through 

auditions and required instrumentation; approval of director 
 
This ensemble affords the opportunity to perform a variety of advanced literature written specifically for combined wind, string, and 
percussion instruments.  Emphasis is placed on excellent reading skills, playing technique, and independent work outside of scheduled 
rehearsals.  Rehearsals will be scheduled outside the regular school day.  Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required.  
Students in the Symphony Orchestra are encouraged to continue private instruction and to participate in local, district, regional, state, 
and national concert festivals and contests.  This course may be repeated. 
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SCIENCE 

 
 
In Science, the educational process is comprised of activities that will allow a student to discover and learn for himself through laboratory 
and class work.  A working science vocabulary will be the result of the student’s science experiences rather than memorization of terms 
for which relationships and experiences are lacking.  The staff provides an educational program that encourages and prepares students 
to enter scientific and technical fields of study and to successfully participate in a complex technological society. 
 
Science Graduation Requirements:  All students must earn three credits in science to graduate.  For students in grades 9-11, these 
credits must be in the areas of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.  All other credits earned and elective courses selected are based upon 

ability level and interest.   Students may take two science courses when it is appropriate. 
 

 
9th Grade Required 

 

AP Biology 

 
(See page 35.)  Exceptional 9th grade students (those achieving at least a 96% average in 7th and 8th grade science along with teacher 
recommendation and interview) may qualify.   
 

Honors Biology 

 
Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  A- in 8th grade science, teacher approval, maturity, self-motivation, work ethic, and interest 
 
In addition to the Biology curriculum, this course includes some advanced labs, enrichment activities, library research, and seminar 
presentations.  Students who are interested in electing future advanced courses in the sciences should consider this option.  Students 
are encouraged to take the Biology Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close 

as possible to the completion of Honors Biology (May or June exam dates).  Please note that not all science topics are covered in this 
course that are tested on the science exam, so it is strongly suggested students get the SAT subject area book and independently review 
those topics before taking the exam. 
 

Biology 

 
Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
This course is a survey of the biological sciences that will provide a broad foundation for further study.  Emphasis is placed on 
biochemistry, classification, evolution, cell biology, human physiology, genetics, and ecology.  Current social issues, evolutionary trends, 
technology, and careers are incorporated in these units.  Through the use of a core of experiments, a laboratory approach will be followed 
with an emphasis placed on inductive reasoning.  The course aims to lead students from their natural interest and previous knowledge of 
living organisms to more advanced concepts of life. 
 
The length and complexity of assignments are commensurate with the course designation. 
 

Biology Remediation 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
 
Students who are not proficient on the Biology Keystone Exam (those scoring Basic or Below Basic) will automatically be placed into this 
course.  This course is a review of material covered in Modules 1 and 2 of the Biology Keystone Exam.  Students will take the Biology 
Keystone Exam again at the end of this course. 
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10th Grade Required 

 

AP Chemistry 

 
(See page 36.)  Exceptional 10th grade students receiving a B+ in AP Biology or a 96% in Honors Biology may qualify. 
 
 

Honors Chemistry 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Algebra 2 or concurrent with ACC Algebra 2; successful completion of Honors Biology or A in Biology AA 
 
This course is intended as a preparation for students who wish more in-depth study of chemistry or who have a career interest in a related 
field such as natural sciences, engineering, or medicine.  Students should have a strong interest in science.  Chemistry experimentation 
provides the basis for development of chemical principles.  Problem solving is emphasized and extensive.  Students are encouraged to 
take the Chemistry Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to 

the completion of Honors Chemistry (May or June exam dates).  Please note that not all science topics are covered in this course that 
are tested on the science exam, so it is strongly suggested students get the SAT subject area book and independently review those topics 
before taking the exam. 
 

Chemistry 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation 
 
This course provides an introduction to chemical principles.  It implements a theme-based approach which relates the study of chemistry 
to the natural world and everyday life.  Chemistry topics are taught under the themes of Alchemy, Smells, Weather, Toxins, Fire, and 
Showtime.  As the course progresses, topics are revisited in increasing depth.  Students in this course will use guided inquiry, laboratory 
experiments, mathematics, communication, and critical thinking in order to explore and learn chemistry concepts. 
 
The length and complexity of assignments are commensurate with the course designation. 
 
 
 

11th Grade Required 

 

AP Physics 1 - Mechanics 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1.2    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  7    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of (or concurrent enrollment in) AB or BC Calculus 

 
The Advanced Placement Physics is offered at a first-year college level covering the Mechanics AP course curriculum.  It is designed to 
assist students taking the AP Physics C-Mechanics Examination.  The laws and concepts of physics are developed through a mechanical 
approach, and differential and integral calculus are used in the course.  The mechanics portion covers rectilinear and rotational kinematics, 
dynamics, energy, and statics.   Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  Students 
are encouraged to take the Physics Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close 

as possible to the completion of AP Physics (May or June exam dates).  Please note that not all science topics are covered in this course 
that are tested on the science exam, so it is strongly suggested students get the SAT subject area book and independently review those 
topics before taking the exam.  Completion of the year-long Physics project (with components each marking period) is a required part of 
the class.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP Physics C-Mechanics Examination. 
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Honors Physics 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of (or concurrent enrollment in) Pre-Calculus or above 
 
Physics is the study of interactions of matter and energy.  It is designed for the student to obtain a foundation in physics and/or continue 
learning towards an engineering or science degree in college.  To be successful, students should have completed or be concurrently 
enrolled in trigonometry since the fundamental laws of physics are approached through both mathematical derivations and laboratory 
observations.  The “scientific methods” are stressed in performing experiments.  Many applications of the laws of physics to the world 
around us are demonstrated.  Students are encouraged to take the Physics Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is 

recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of Honors Physics (May or June exam dates).  Please 
note that not all science topics are covered in this course that are tested on the science exam, so it is strongly suggested students get 
the SAT subject area book and independently review those topics before taking the exam.  Completion of the year-long Physics project 
(with components each marking period) is a required part of the class. 
 

Physics 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation 
 
This course presents a survey of physics topics.  These subjects are introduced through mathematics, experiments, and classroom 
demonstrations.  This is not a conceptual physics course.  The applications of the concepts and laws of physics to our technological 
society are stressed throughout the course.  Completion of the year-long Physics project (with components each marking period) is a 
required part of the class 
 
The length and complexity of assignments are commensurate with the course designation. 
 
 

General Electives 

 

AP Biology 

 
Grade(s):  Suggested 11-12  Credit(s):  1.4    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  8    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  1 year of Biology and 1 year of Chemistry, earning at least 92.5% in both (or at least 82.5% in Honors Biology and Honors 
Chemistry) 
Exceptions:  9th graders demonstrating exceptional ability (96% or better in 7th and 8th grade science along with a teacher 
recommendation); 10th graders who earned 92.5 in Honors Biology 
Note:  Students are expected to pass a prerequisite content test that covers the basic aspects of biology and chemistry.  Students will be 
provided with study aides over the summer to prepare.  Students unable to pass this exam could be advised to drop the course. 
 
AP Biology is a course modeled after a two-semester college introductory Biology course for Biology majors.  The course is a fast-paced 
in-depth study of many of the fields of study in the biological sciences including, but not limited to, biochemistry, cell physiology, 
bioenergetics, molecular genetics, evolutionary biology, diversity, ecology, and plant and animal physiology and anatomy.  Two to four 
periods per week will be devoted to laboratory analysis, emphasizing the incorporation of biology content into studies based on relevant 
topics.  The building of laboratory skills in mathematics, problem solving, analysis, modeling, and reasoning are incorporated into all 
experiments.  This course will follow a timeline so that the students are prepared for the AP Exam in May.  Students are encouraged to 
take the Biology Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the 

completion of AP Biology (May or June exam dates).  Please note that not all science topics are covered in this course that are tested on 
the science exam, so it is strongly suggested students get the SAT subject area book and independently review those topics before taking 
the exam.  All students are expected to take the AP Biology Examination. 
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AP Chemistry 

 
Grade(s):  Suggested 11-12  Credit(s):  1.4     Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  8    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B in Accelerated Algebra 2 or A in Algebra 2, B+ in Honors Chemistry.  Exceptional 10th grade students receiving a B+ in 
AP Biology or a 96% in Honors Biology may qualify 

 
This second-year course, the equivalent of a college level general chemistry course including lab, helps prepare students for the AP 
examination in chemistry.  Conceptual, descriptive, and quantitative chemistry are emphasized.  Laboratory experimentation and report 
writing are stressed.  Purchase of an AP Exam study guide is recommended.  Summer work is required.  Students who fail to complete 
the summer assignments by the beginning of school may be dropped from this class.  Summer work is especially important for 
sophomores who do not have a previous chemistry class.   All students are expected to take the AP Chemistry Examination. 

 

AP Environmental Science 

 
Grade(s):  Suggested 10-12  Credit(s):  1.2    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  7    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B+ in Honors Biology or A- in Biology, B or concurrent enrollment in Honors Chemistry AND B in Algebra 2.   
Recommended:  Strong reading and writing skills.  Exceptions to these prerequisites may be discussed with the instructor.  Exceptional 
10th graders may qualify with recommendation from Biology instructor. 

 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course in environmental science.  It prepares the 
students to take the AP Environmental Science exam through a more advanced study of topics in environmental science.  This course 
provides students with the scientific concepts and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, identify 
and analyze environmental problems both natural and human made, evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and 
examine alternative solutions for resolving and /or preventing them.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may 
be dropped from the class.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP Environmental Science Examination. 

 

AP Physics 2 – Electricity and Magnetism 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1.2    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  7    Term(s):  Year    Fee: AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of, or concurrent enrollment in, AB or BC Calculus, suggested completion of AP Physics 1. 
 
The Advanced Placement Physics is offered at a first-year college level covering the E and M AP course curriculum.  It is designed to 
assist students taking the AP Physics C-Electricity and Magnetism examination.  The laws and concepts of physics are developed, and 
differential and integral calculus are used in the course.  The topics include Electrostatics, Electric Circuits, Magnetic Fields, and 
Electromagnetism.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  Students in this 
course are expected to take the AP Physics C-Electricity and Magnetism examination. 

 

Honors Biology 2 

 
Grade(s):  Suggested 11-12  Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  B in Biology; C in Chemistry 
 
This second year course is designed to allow interested students to explore the unifying concepts of biology in greater detail.  Major areas 
of study include:  (a) Ecology and the interactions within and among populations and communities of organisms; (b) Evolution and the 
roles of variations and natural selection on speciation, including human evolution; (c) Molecular genetics and the expression and 
regulation of genes; and (d) Diversity of life and evolutionary relationships determined from the study of structure and function.  Authentic 
laboratory and field experiences will allow students to explore contemporary biological concepts. 
 

Honors Chemistry 2 

 
Grade(s):  Suggested 11-12  Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  B in Algebra 2, B in Chemistry 
 
This second-year lab-based course is designed to allow interested students to explore concepts of Chemistry in greater detail.  The first 
part of the course will be a continuation of the first-year course.  The class will build upon topics previously learned, as well as introduce 
new Chemistry units not previously studied.  The second part of the course will examine Chemistry in everyday life using thematic units 
such as forensics, kitchen chemistry, and chemistry careers.  Problem-solving is emphasized and extensive. 
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Honors Physics 2 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Physics AA, Honors Physics, or AP Physics 
 
This course is a continuation of the first year physics course.  The main areas to be covered are light, waves, and electricity and 
magnetism.  Topics are introduced to students through classroom demonstrations and laboratory experiences.  The applications of the 
concepts and laws of physics to our technological society are stressed throughout the course.  Students should have completed or be 
concurrently enrolled in a math class that includes trigonometry. 
 

Ecology 

 
Grade(s):  Suggested 11-12  Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of a Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Course 
 
This course presents ecological and environmental topics pertinent to today’s society on an academic level.  Topics include an ecological 
study of a forest; an in-depth study of declining biodiversity and impacts on wildlife; water resources and pollution issues; human 
population issues; humans’ relationship with our natural resources; renewable energy solutions; and agricultural concepts on the local 
and global scales.  The emphasis throughout the course is to discuss both humans’ impact on the environment and solutions to 
environmental problems faced by today’s society.  Students will gain skills in field work, data collection, data analysis, and research. 
 

The Physics of Sports and Hobbies 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of a Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Course 
 
This course will explore the everyday physics of sports and hobbies.  Topics will include the Physics of Sports, the Physics of Astronomy, 
the Physics of Sound and Music, the Physics of Transportation, and the Physics of Construction.  The application of everyday math and 
STEM concepts will be used throughout this very hands-on course in order to demonstrate and make daily physics connections. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
 

“The single most important purpose of Social Studies education 
is the preparation for citizenship in our 

constitutional democracy.” 
 

CIVITAS, p. xx 

 
 
 
Students at Great Valley High School are required to successfully complete three years of Social Studies courses. 
 
 
 

9th Grade Required 

 
 

AP Human Geography 

 
Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):   1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term:  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  8th grade Social Studies teacher recommendation AND successful completion of summer assignments 
 
AP Human Geography is a college-level introduction to the study of the patterns and processes of human activity on the earth’s surface.  
Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental consequences.  
To understand what happens in Human Geography is to relate theory to practice.  Students will study the nature and perspectives of 
geography, population, cultural patterns and processes, the political organization of space, agricultural and rural land use, 
industrialization, economic development, and urbanization across countries.  Students should be prepared to analyze and interpret basic 
data relevant to Human Geography in an attempt to describe how our interactions with the environment affect how we live.  Students who 
fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  AP designates a college-level course with college-
level expectations, including significant independent work outside the classroom.  Students in this course are expected to take 
the AP Human Geography examination. 

 

Honors World History 

 
Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):   1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term:  Year 
 
In addition to the World History curriculum, this course will work extensively with non-fiction primary and secondary resources in addition 
to the textbook work.  Students will be required to read non-fiction/fiction texts (small documents/short books) outside of class.  These 
texts will then be discussed, debated, or written about in conjunction with the class lesson.  Students should be prepared to work with 
texts that are at or above grade level.  Additionally, students are encouraged to take the World History SAT Subject Test upon completion 
of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of Honors World History (May or 
June exam dates).  Please note that not all topics are covered in this course that are tested on the exam, so it is strongly suggested 
students get the SAT subject area book and independently review those topics before taking the exam. 
 

World History 

 
Grade(s):  9    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
This year-long course surveys the evolution of civilization in Africa, the Americas, Asia, and Europe from approximately 1700 to the 
present.  Content will address essential questions from the European Enlightenment, the French Revolution, the Industrial Revolution, 
Imperialism, World War I and World War II, Decolonization, the Cold War, Middle East Conflict, and Globalization.  The overarching theme 
of the course is for students to understand the origins of the modern world and their place in contemporary society.  The course places 
an emphasis on organizing information, interpreting pictures, charts, graphs, tables, and maps.  This emphasis begins the procedure of 
research and training that will ultimately lead to the writing of a lengthy research project in both the sophomore and junior years. 
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10th Grade Required  

 
 

AP United States History 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1     Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B+ in previous social studies courses, recommendation of previous social studies teachers, qualifying score on PSAT’s, 
and successful completion of summer assignments 
 
Advanced Placement United States History is the equivalent of a college-level course designed to provide students with the analytical 
skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with problems and materials in United States history.  Students learn to access 
historical materials and weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  This course develops the skills 
necessary to reach conclusions based on informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in oral and 
written forms.  Within a chronological framework, students examine the people, experiences, and events which have shaped the American 
nation.  The program prepares students for college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those of semester introductory 
courses.  To continue the procedure of formal research and inquiry training begun in ninth grade, a lengthy research project is required.  
Successful completion of this paper is required to receive credit for the course.   Students who fail to complete the summer assignments 
on time may be dropped from the class.   Students are encouraged to take the US History Subject Test upon completion of this course.  
It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of AP United States History (May or June exam 
dates).  Please note that not all topics are covered in this course that are tested on the exam, so it is strongly suggested students get the 
SAT subject area book and independently review those topics before taking the exam.  AP designates a college-level course with 
college-level expectations, including significant independent work outside the classroom.  Students in this course are expected 
to take the AP United States History exam. 

 
 

Honors United States History 

 
Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    
 
In addition to the United States History curriculum, this course will work extensively with non-fiction primary and secondary resources in 
addition to the textbook work.  Students will be required to read non-fiction/fiction texts (small documents/short books) outside of class.  
These texts will then be discussed, debated, or written about in conjunction with the class lesson.  Students should be prepared to work 
with texts that are at or above grade level.  Additionally, students are encouraged to take the United States History SAT Subject Test 
upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of Honors United 
States History (May or June exam dates).  Please note that not all topics are covered in this course that are tested on the exam, so it is 
strongly suggested students get the SAT subject area book and independently review those topics before taking the exam. 
 
 

United States History 

 

Grade(s):  10    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    
 
The United States History course is a survey course that examines our history from the 1900s to present day.  Students will investigate 
the changes that occur throughout our nation’s history with an emphasis on the role of individuals, groups, and institutions and how they 
created and then transformed our nation into the country that it is today.  Students will not only explore the connections between the past 
and present of the United States but also the connections between the United States and the rest of the world.  Through the completion 
of a formal research project, the course continues and advances the development of research skills and procedures. 
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11th Grade Required 
 
 

AP American Government 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F)   Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B+ in previous social studies courses, the recommendation of previous social studies teachers, qualifying score on PSAT’s, 
and successful completion of summer assignments 
 
The Advanced Placement American Government course is designed to acquaint students with both the general concepts used to interpret 
United States politics and the analysis of specific case studies.  This course in American Government is also designed to examine and 
analyze our basic governmental institutions (Congress, the courts, bureaucracy, and the Presidency), and process (elections, political 
participations, freedoms inherent in the Bill of Rights, and citizenry responsibility).  The five themes of this course are Constitutional 
Underpinnings of United States Government, Political Beliefs and Behaviors, Political Parties and Interest Groups, Institutions and Policy 
Processes of National Government, and Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  The program prepares students for college courses by making 
demands upon them equivalent to those of semester introductory college courses.  Students who fail to complete the summer 
assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  AP designates a college-level course with college-level expectations, 
including significant independent work outside the classroom.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP American 
Government exam. 

 

AND 

 

AP Macroeconomics 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  .5     Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (S)   Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B+ in previous social studies courses, recommendation by previous social studies teachers, qualifying score on PSAT’s, 
and successful completion of summer assignments 
 
Advanced Placement Macroeconomics gives students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic 
system as a whole.  This course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination and also develops 
student’s familiarity with economic performance measures, economic growth, and international economics.  The program prepares 
students for an introductory college course in economics. Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped 
from the class. AP designates a college-level course with college-level expectations, including significant independent work 
outside the classroom.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP Macroeconomics exam. 

 

Honors Government & Economics 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
In addition to the Government and Economics curriculum, a greater emphasis on a seminar approach to discussion as well as critical 
writing as pertains to political activity and current events at home and abroad.  Additionally, students will work extensively with non-fiction 
primary and secondary resources in addition to the textbook work.  Students will be required to read non-fiction/fiction texts (small 
documents/short books) outside of class.  These texts will then be discussed, debated, or written about in conjunction with the class 
lesson.  Students should be prepared to work with texts that are above grade level.  
   

Government & Economics 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    
 
Government and Economics is a full-year elective course designed to give students a solid foundation in the structure and foundation of 
American Government, the human and political component of our system, as well as an overview of the economy.  Students will become 
prepared and engaged participants in our government and knowledgeable about our economy.  Activities will  include political and 
economic simulations, debates, and analysis of non-fiction works such as editorials, with a focus on perspective and intent of the writer.  
The course culminates with the completion of a multi-media research project.  Successful completion of this project is required to receive 
credit for the course. 
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General Social Studies Electives 

 
 

20th Century European History 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
The 20th Century European History course is a semester survey course that examines European History from 1900 to the present day:  
World War One, Inter-war Time Period and Rise of Dictators, World War Two, Cold War (Democracy/Capitalism v Communism), Collapse 
of USSR and Eastern Europe, and present day Europe.  Students will investigate the changes that occur throughout the twentieth century 
with a focus on the dominant political, economic, social, and cultural themes.  Students will be predominantly working independently, in 
pairs or in groups, to investigate specific aspects through a project-based approach integrating research and Social Studies literacy skills.  
This emphasis continues the procedure of research and training that will ultimately lead to the writing of a lengthy research paper in both 
the Junior and Senior years.  Students considering moving on to a four-year college program are highly encouraged to take this course 
in combination with another general Social Studies elective. 
 

Criminal Justice 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Criminal Justice focuses on the crime picture in America and on the three traditional elements of the criminal justice system: police, 
courts, and corrections.  Building upon the theme of individual freedom versus personal security, it challenges students to evaluate the 
strengths and weaknesses of the American justice system as it adapts to the needs of a complex and rapidly changing society.  Students 
considering moving on to a four-year college program are highly encouraged to take this course in combination with another general 
Social Studies elective. 
 

Current Issues in International Relations 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
Current Issues in International Relations is an elective semester course designed for students interested in learning their role as a citizen 
in the modern world.  Students will learn the basic principles and theories of the study of international relations and apply these to current 
and historical issues.  Additionally, students will study the role of Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) and the United Nations in 
addressing these issues through the use of simulations and mock United Nations Committees.  Students considering moving on to a four-
year college program are highly encouraged to take this course in combination with another general Social Studies elective. 
 

Introduction to Psychology 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
 
The one semester Introduction to Psychology course is designed to develop the student’s sensitivity to and capacity for understanding 
psychological issues and concerns.  The course is offered to provide students with a working knowledge of the basic concepts of the field 
of Psychology.  The course is intended to enable each student to apply these psychological principles to his/her own life and expand the 
student’s ability to empathize with the plight of others.  The course focuses on “the individual” as well as issues and problems that concern 
them such as personality development, sensation and perception, the brain, learning and remembering, intelligence, and disorders and 
conditions traditionally handled by professionals within the discipline. 
 
The curriculum of Introduction to Psychology covers topics that can be sensitive in nature, especially for those who are dealing with 
psychological disorders, either personally or through a family member.  Please be advised that the course specifically addresses some 
of the most common psychological disorders; therefore, it may not be appropriate for all students.  Students considering moving on to a 
four-year college program are highly encouraged to take this course in combination with another general Social Studies elective. 
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AP Social Studies Electives 
 
 

AP European History 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  B+ in previous Social Studies courses, a qualifying MAP score, recommendation by previous Social Studies teachers, and 
successful completion of summer assignments 
 
The Advanced Placement European History course corresponds to the most recent trends in history curricula of the undergraduate 
college level.  The aim of the AP course in European history is to build on a student’s knowledge of the factual narrative, an understanding 
of some of the principle themes in modern European history, an awareness of the consequences of European contacts with other areas 
of the world, and an ability to analyze historical evidence.  The chronology begins with the Renaissance about 1450 and concludes with 
the early 1990’s.  The program prepares students for college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those of semester 
introductory college courses.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  Students 
are encouraged to take the World History Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as 
close as possible to the completion of AP European History (May or June exam dates).  Please note that not all topics are covered in this 
course that are tested on the exam, so it is strongly suggested students get the SAT subject area book and independently review those 
topics before taking the exam.  AP designates a college-level course with college-level expectations, including significant 
independent work outside the classroom.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP European History examination. 

 

AP Psychology 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1     Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B+ in previous social studies courses, recommendation by previous social studies teachers, qualifying score on PSAT, and 
successful completion of summer assignments. 
 
The year-long AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and the 
mental processes.  Students are introduced to the psychological influences (both normal and abnormal) that make humans unique 
individuals.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields 
within psychology.  AP Psychology is a college level course which includes a corresponding amount of work and an expectation that 

students will apply themselves in a substantial way to the learning process.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on 
time may be dropped from the class.   AP designates a college-level course with college-level expectations, including significant 
independent work outside the classroom.  Students in this course are expected to take the AP Psychology exam. 

 

AP Microeconomics 

 

Grade(s):  11-12    Credit:  .5     Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  3 (with online component) Term(s):  Fall 
 
The purpose of an AP course in Microeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply 
to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger economic system.  It places primary 
emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets and includes the study of factor markets and the role of government in promoting 
greater efficiency and equity in the economy.  The program prepares students for an introductory college course in economics.  Students 
who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  AP designates a college-level course with 
college-level expectations, including significant independent work outside the classroom.  Students in this course are expected 
to take the AP Microeconomics exam. 

 
This course will be offered in a blended learning approach.  A blended learning approach combines face-to-face class time with 

computer-mediated instruction.  It also applies educational technologies using computer, video streaming, and other emerging electronic 
media.  The course will be scheduled as a 3 period per cycle class, but it will entail outside, online learning activities equivalent to a full 6 
period per cycle class.  Students who elect to take this course should expect approximately 50%of the course to be delivered in a 
traditional model, with the other 50% being online. 
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Off-Campus Elective 

 
 

International Classroom 

 
Grade(s):  11    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Evening Classes    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Applications will be available in the Main Office in September. 
 
The International Classroom is an integrated course involving the Social Studies and English Departments which culminates in an 
exchange program with a school in Denmark. 
 
The course will involve the extensive study of United States and Danish Government, culture, economics, literature, and language.  It will 
conclude with a two week visitation to Denmark, followed by the Danish student visitation to Great Valley High School for two weeks.  
The course is available to a select number of qualified juniors who will be receiving academic credit upon successful completion of this 
project. 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

 
 

Technology Education Academies 

 
The Autodesk Design Academy at Great Valley High School offers a wide variety of courses using the latest professional software 
applications available to engineers and architects working in the field today and used by students in University engineering programs.  
Autodesk software is considered the world standard today for engineering graphics in all technical fields. 
 
The Great Valley Engineering Academy offers the student a chance to learn more about Engineering and the process used by engineering 
teams today to develop solutions to problems facing our society.  Each student will become part of a design team and will develop unique 
skills necessary for successful solution to the design problem presented to the team. 
 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is the leading provider of rigorous and innovative STEM education curricular programs.  The hands-on, 
project-based program engages students on multiple levels, exposes them to areas of study that they typically do not pursue, and provides 
them with a foundation and proven path to college and career success.  For more information, visit www.pltw.org.   
 
 

Engineering Academy 

 
 

Pre-Engineering Part 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Students will be introduced to the Fabrication laboratory and the operation safety practices that will allow them to complete projects with 
tools and technical machine equipment.  Students will learn to design, build, test, and evaluate projects just like an engineer.  Project 
examples will include, but are not limited to, CO2 dragsters, rockets, and solar powered devices.  Machine equipment includes a computer 
guided laser, solid model printer, and computer numerical controlled operations.  Upon successful completion of Pre-Engineering 1 with 
a grade of at least a “B”, a student may elect to enroll in Honors Introduction to Engineering Design or Honors Principles of Engineering.  
 

Pre-Engineering Part 2 
 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Pre-Engineering 1 
 
Students will explore careers in the area of engineering and apply areas of interests into their own design skills.  Students will become 
part of an engineering team to design and build advanced prototypes in various engineering sectors. 
 
 
 

Autodesk Design Academy 

 
 

Intro to 2D AutoCAD Part 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
This course introduces students to computer aided drawing techniques and software.  This class uses AutoCAD full version professional 
software.  Students will learn the basic command structure and basic conventional engineering drawing.  This course is recommended 
for the student considering a career in engineering, technical trades, graphic design, or architecture. 
 
 

http://www.pltw.org/
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Intro to 2D AutoCAD Part 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  C in Basic Intro to 2D AutoCAD Part 1 
 
This course builds on the foundation of Intro to AutoCAD Part 1.  Students will work with AutoCAD software in a two-dimensional 
environment.  Areas of study will include advanced work in mechanical, electrical, and architectural CAD.  Students will develop solutions 
to design problems and document their solutions with detailed dimensioned scaled plans. 
 

Intro to Autodesk Inventor Part 1 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  C in Intro to 2D AutoCAD Part 2 
 
This course introduces the student to the three-dimensional environment used today by mechanical engineers to develop, test, and 
document products and designs.   Students will use Autodesk Inventor software, a parametric based 3D solid modeling application.  
Students will learn basic part creation, assembly of parts into finished designs and documentation including orthographic, pictorial, and 
animated presentations.  Students will learn how to perform basic engineering analysis on their designs.  This course is recommended 
for students planning on majoring in Engineering in college, especially Mechanical Engineering.  Students taking this course must 
have their own USB flash drive with a minimum capacity of 128 BM to be used for file storage. 

 

Intro to Autodesk Inventor Part 2 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  C in Intro to Autodesk Inventor Part 1 
 
Students will work on mechanical and engineering design projects.  Students will be expected to develop original and creative design 
solutions to engineering problems by applying knowledge base of Autodesk Inventor.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Intro to Architectural Drawing Part 1 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  C in Intro to 2D AutoCAD Part 2 
 
This course introduces the student to the virtual three-dimensional design environment used by Architects today to develop and present 
designs.  Learn the basics of architectural planning and design.  Students will create a complete set of architectural plans for a residential 
building using Autodesk Revit software.  Revit is a parametric based architectural modeling application that allows such tasks as virtual 
walkthroughs, photorealistic rendering, and automated extraction of technical drawing plans.  This course is recommended for students 
considering majoring in Architectural Design and/or Architectural Engineering in college.  Students taking this course must have their 
own USB flash drive with a minimum capacity of 128 MB to be used for file storage. 

 

Intro to Architectural Design Part 2 
 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .25    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  C in Intro to Architectural Drawing Part 1 

 
Students will develop and document original architectural design solutions by applying knowledge base of Revit 3D and AutoCAD.  
Emphasis will be placed on residential design elements such as space planning, traffic flow, and kitchen and bath design.   
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Project Lead the Way - Pathway to Engineering 

 
 

Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) 

 

Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  B or better in Pre-Engineering 1 or successful completion of Pre-Engineering 2 
 
The Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) is the foundation first level course in the Pathway to Engineering series and a prerequisite 
for all other Project Lead the Way courses.  Students will take a deep dive into the engineering design process when they apply their 
newly learned parametric modeling skills to develop and manufacture projects from the laser, 3-D printer and computer numerical control 
(CNC) milling machine.  Students will work individually and in teams to design solutions for a variety of problems that apply math and 
science concepts with hands-on projects and a digital portfolio.  The course is especially recommended for sophomores or any other 
upperclassman interested in engineering with no prior course experience. 
 

Principles of Engineering (POE) 

 

Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  B or better in Pre-Engineering 1 or successful completion of Pre-Engineering 2 

 
The Principles of Engineering course (POE) is the second level course in the Pathway to Engineering series and is highly recommended 
during the junior or senior year.  Students will strengthen their skills acquired in IED and explore a broad range of engineering topics with 
projects and hands-on activities including mechatronics, material testing and processing, the strength of structures, and automation.  
Students will also develop skills in problem solving, research, and design while learning communication skills and strategies for project 
documentation, collaboration, and presentation. 
 

Engineering Design and Development 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  Pre-Engineering 1, POE, IED 

 
Engineering Design and Development (EDD) is the final capstone course from Project Lead the Way and is reserved for seniors who 
have completed all the foundational course prerequisites or any senior with a preapproved special request.  The knowledge and skills 
students acquire in the Pathway to Engineering series come together in EDD as they identify an issue, engage in research, and then are 
challenged to design and test a solution, ultimately presenting their solution as a final project.  Students apply the professional skills they 
have developed to document a design process gaining the confidence needed to take on any post-secondary career or program. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 

 
Beginning courses in world languages are the first steps in a new form of expression.  All courses require daily application and the habit 
of precise learning.  Advanced courses require above-average performance and a demonstrated ability in the preceding levels.  All three 
modes of communication skills (interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational) are emphasized at all levels of the modern languages, 
while the classical (Latin) concentrates on interpretive and presentational. 
 
 

French 

 

French 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
This course emphasizes basic communication skills in French.  Students develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skil ls through 
the study of adapted classroom readings, discussions, and audiovisual material that will allow students to explore aspects of history, 
language, daily life, culture, and geography.  Through this exploration, students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other subject 
areas such as language, arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and other languages.  Careful examination of vocabulary from the 
readings will help students recognize and use the elements of French in order to increase knowledge of their own language. 
 

French 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year  
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in French 1 

 
This course will advance the students in their communication abilities in French.  Continued study of French vocabulary and structures 
will further increase the student’s knowledge of their own language.  Culture and geography will be studied in greater depth.  Students 
will use their knowledge of the French world to make connections with other subject areas such as language, arts, mathematics, science, 
social studies, and other languages. 
 

French 3 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in French 2 
 
This course enables the students to progress beyond the basic language skills in French.  An on-going review of grammar as well as new 
material will enhance the students’ mastery of the language.  Vocabulary and idiomatic expressions from different sources wil l enable 
students to communicate at a higher level in the French language.  Students will use their knowledge of the French language to acquire 
new information about the French world.  Students will relate materials studied to other subject area. 
 

Honors French 4 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisites:  C (73%) in French 3 
 
This course is designed for college-bound students who have demonstrated superior skills in French and features an integrated approach 
to language study and acquisition.  While students are reading significant works of literature within a historical context, they are also 
developing advanced reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills necessary to understand French as well as to respond cri tically to 
works of literature.  Literary selections are chosen with an eye to curricula necessary for those students who may be considering an AP 
course or taking the SAT II.  Students may elect to take this course for 6 Dual Enrollment credits from Montgomery County Community 
College.  Students are encouraged to take the French Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students 

take the test as close as possible to the completion of French 4 (May or June exam dates). 
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Honors French 5 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in French 4 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course is for college-bound students with superior skills and serious interest in French.  It is designed to refine and build upon the 
concepts from previous years of study and to advance the students in their French skills.  Students will read newspaper articles, poetry, 
stories, and other literary works that give them an insight into modern life.  Projects and activities will focus on creative use of spoken and 
written language.  The course will offer the students listening experiences with materials from the countries in which the language is 
spoken.  Students may elect to take this course for 6 Dual Enrollment credits from Montgomery County Community College. 
 

AP French Language and Culture 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B- (80%) in French 4 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course features an integrated approach to language acquisition and is designed for college-bound students with superior skills and 
a serious interest in French.  Students will read significant works of French literature in a historical context to develop reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking skills necessary to understand and express ideas in French as well as respond critically to works of literature.  
Students are given frequent opportunities to integrate interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills by means of varied 
and authentic written, print, visual, audio, and audio-visual resources.  The course includes rigorous practice for the listening, 

reading, writing, and speaking tasks in preparation for the AP examination.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on 
time may be dropped from the class.  All students taking this course are expected to take the AP examination. 

 
 

German 

 

German 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
This course emphasizes basic communication skills in German.  Students develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through 
the study of adapted classroom readings, discussions, and audiovisual material that will allow students to explore aspects of history, 
language, daily life, culture, and geography.  Through this exploration, students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other subject 
areas such as language, arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and other languages.  Careful examination of vocabulary from the 
readings will help students recognize and use the elements of German in order to increase knowledge of their own language. 
 

German 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year   
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in German 1 

 
This course will advance the students in their communication abilities in German.  Continued study of German vocabulary and structures 
will further increase the student’s knowledge of their own language.  Culture and geography will be studied in greater depth.  Students 
will use their knowledge of the German world to make connections with other subject areas such as language, arts, mathematics, science, 
social studies, and other languages. 
 

German 3 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in German 2 
 
This course enables the students to progress beyond the basic language skills in German.  An ongoing review of grammar as wel l as 
new material will enhance the students’ mastery of the language.  Vocabulary and idiomatic expressions from different sources will enable 
students to communicate at a higher level in the German language.  Students will use their knowledge of the German language to acquire 
new information about the German world.  Students will relate materials studied to other subject areas. 

French 5 



49 
 

Honors German 4 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in German 3 
 
This course is designed for the college-bound students who have demonstrated superior skills in German and features an integrated 
approach to language study and acquisition.  While students are reading significant works of literature within a historical context, they are 
also developing advanced reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills necessary to understand German as well as to respond critically 
to works of literature.  Literary selections are chosen with an eye to curricula necessary for those students who may be considering an 
AP course or taking the SAT II.  Students may elect to take this course for 6 Dual Enrollment credits from Montgomery County Community 
College.  Students are encouraged to take the German Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students 

take the test as close as possible to the completion of German 4 (May or June exam dates). 

 
Honors German 5 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1     Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in German 4 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course is for college-bound students with superior skills and a serious interest in German.  It is designed to refine and build upon the 
concepts from previous years of study and to advance the students in their German skills.  Students will read newspaper articles, poetry, 
stories, and other literary works that give them an insight into modern life.  Projects and activities will focus on creative use of spoken and 
written language.  The course will offer the students listening experiences with materials from the countries in which the language is 
spoken.  Students may elect to take this course for 6 Dual Enrollment credits from Montgomery County Community College. 
 

AP German Language and Culture 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B- (80%) in German 4 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course features an integrated approach to language acquisition and is designed for college-bound students with superior skills and 
a serious interest in German.  Students will read significant works of German literature in a historical context to develop reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking skills necessary to understand and express ideas in German as well as respond critically to works of literature.  
Students are given frequent opportunities to integrate interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills by means of varied 
and authentic written, print, visual, audio, and audio-visual resources.  The course includes rigorous practice for the listening, 

reading, writing, and speaking tasks in preparation for the AP examination.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on 
time may be dropped from the class.  All students taking this course are expected to take the AP examination. 

 
 

Latin 

 

Latin 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
This course emphasizes basic communication skills in Latin.  Students will develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through 
the study of adapted classroom readings, discussions, and audiovisual material that will allow students to explore aspects of history, 
language, daily life, culture, and geography.  Through this exploration, students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other subject 
areas such as language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and other languages.  Careful examination of vocabulary from the 
readings will help students recognize and use the elements of Latin in order to increase knowledge of their own language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

German 4 

German 5 
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Latin 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year   
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in Latin 1 
 
This course will advance the students in their communication abilities in Latin.  Continued study of Latin vocabulary and structures will 
further increase the student’s knowledge of their own language.  Culture and geography will be studied in greater depth.  Students will 
use their knowledge of the Latin world to make connections with other subject areas such as language, arts, mathematics, science, social 
studies, and other languages. 
 

Latin 3 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in Latin 2 
 
This course enables the students to progress beyond the basic language skills in Latin.  An ongoing review of grammar, as well as new 
material, will enhance the student’s mastery of the language.  Vocabulary and idiomatic expressions from different sources wi ll enable 
students to communicate at a higher level in the Latin language to acquire new information about the Latin world.  Students will relate 
materials studied to other subject areas. 
 

Honors Latin 4 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in Latin 3 

 
This course is designed for the college-bound students who have demonstrated superior skills in Latin and features an integrated 
approach to language study and acquisition.  While students are reading significant works of literature within a historical context, they are 
also developing advanced reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills necessary to understand Latin, as well as to respond critically to 
works of literature.   Literary selections are chosen with an eye to curricula necessary for those students who may be considering an AP 
course or taking the SAT II.  Students are encouraged to take the Latin Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended 

that students take the test as close as possible to the completion of Latin 4 (May or June exam dates). 
 

Honors Latin 5 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in Latin 4 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course is for college-bound students with superior skills and a serious interest in Latin.  It is designed to refine and build upon the 
concepts from previous years of study and to advance the students in their Latin skills.  Students will read about and explore topics from 
the golden age of Latin literature.  Topics include duty to oneself, family and country, love and betrayal, heroism, and leadership.  Projects 
and activities will allow students to explore topics of particular interest to themselves, expanding their knowledge of classical studies and 
understanding the role of Latin in the global community. 
 
 

AP Latin: Vergil and Caesar 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1     Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B (80%) in Latin 4 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course is for college-bound students with superior skills and a serious interest in Latin who are planning to take the AP Latin: Caesar 
Vergil examination.  It is designed to refine and build upon the concepts from previous years of study and to advance the students in their 
Latin skills.  Students will read and explore Caesar’s Gallic Wars and poetry from the golden age of Latin literature.  Topics include duty 
to oneself, war and peace, family and country, love and betrayal, heroism, and leadership.  This course includes rigorous practice for the 
tasks on the AP examination.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on time may be dropped from the class.  All 
students taking this course are expected to take the AP examination.  

 

Latin 4 
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Spanish 

 
 

Spanish 1 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
 
This course emphasizes basic communication skills in Spanish.  Students develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through 
the study of adapted classroom readings, discussions, and audiovisual material that will allow students to explore aspects of history, 
language, daily life, culture, and geography.  Through this exploration, students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other subject 
areas such as language, arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and other languages.  Careful examination of vocabulary from the 
readings will help students recognize and use the elements of Spanish in order to increase knowledge of their own language. 
 

Spanish 2 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in Spanish 1 
 
This course will advance the students in their communication abilities in Spanish.  Continued study of Spanish vocabulary and structures 
will further increase the student’s knowledge of their own language.  Culture and geography will be studied in greater depth.  Students 
will use their knowledge of the Spanish world to make connections with other subject areas such as language arts, mathematics, science, 
social studies, and other languages. 
 

Spanish 3 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in Spanish 2 
 
This course enables the students to progress beyond the basic language skills in Spanish.  An ongoing review of grammar as well as 
new material will enhance the students’ mastery of the language.  Vocabulary and idiomatic expressions from different sources will enable 
students to communicate at a higher level in the Spanish language.  Students will use their knowledge of the Spanish language to acquire 
new information about the Spanish world.  Students will relate materials studied to other subject areas. 
 

Honors Spanish 4 

 
Grade(s):  11-12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) in Spanish 3 or teacher recommendation 

 
This course is for college-bound students with superior skills and a serious interest in Spanish.  It is designed to refine and build upon the 
concepts from previous years of study and to advance the students in their Spanish skills.  Students will read newspaper articles, poetry, 
stories, and other literary works that give them an insight into modern life.  Projects and activities will focus on creative use of spoken and 
written language.  The course will offer the students listening experiences with materials from the countries in which the language is 
spoken.  Students may elect to take this course for 6 Dual Enrollment credits from Montgomery County Community College.  Students 
are encouraged to take the Spanish Subject Test upon completion of this course.  It is recommended that students take the test as 

close as possible to the completion of Spanish 5 (May or June exam dates). 
 

Honors Spanish 5 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  HRS (Weighted .5) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  C (73%) In Spanish 4 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course features an integral approach to language acquisition and is designed for college-bound students with superior skills and a 
serious interest in Spanish.  Students will read significant works of Spanish and Hispanic literature in a historical context to develop 
advanced reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills necessary to understand and express ideas in Spanish as well as respond 
critically to works of literature.  Students will refine communication skills through videos, magazines, and/or newspaper articles.  Students 
may elect to take this course for 6 Dual Enrollment credits from Montgomery County Community College. 



52 
 

AP Spanish Language 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1     Level:  AP (Weighted 1.0) 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year    Fee:  AP Exam 
Prerequisite:  B- (80%) in Spanish 5 or teacher recommendation 
 
This course features an integrated approach to language acquisition and is designed for college-bound students with superior skills and 
a serious interest in Spanish.  Students will read significant works of Spanish literature in a historical context to develop reading, writing, 
listening and speaking skills necessary to understand and express ideas in Spanish as well as respond critically to works of literature.  
Students are given frequent opportunities to integrate interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills by means of varied 
and authentic written, print, visual, audio, and audio-visual resources.  The course includes rigorous practice for the listening, 

reading, writing, and speaking tasks in preparation for the AP examination.  Students who fail to complete the summer assignments on 
time may be dropped from the class.  All students taking this course are expected to take the AP examination. 

 
 

Special Programs 

 

World Language Study Abroad 

 
World Language Study Abroad is a course that affords world language students an opportunity to spend time in a country where their 
language of study is or was spoken.  Students will participate in evening pre-travel seminars consisting of language practice, the 
mechanics of international travel, information about sites to be visited, government, culture, and economics.  The course is available to a 
select number of qualified students in Level 2 or above.  Students will receive .5 academic credit upon completion of this course. 
 
Evaluations will be based on: 
 

 pre-travel research project 
 research presentation 
 predetermined on-site assignments 
 reflective journal 
 culminating essay 

 
Course Outcomes: 
 

1. Identify the locations of major bodies of water, cities, and surrounding nations. 
2. Evaluate contemporary issues facing citizens in the country visited. 
3. Describe the system of government. 
4. Compare and contrast everyday life in the country visited to everyday life here. 
5. Discuss the major sites, history, and traditions of individual cities and/or regions. 
6. Generate effective use of the language of the country to meet basic needs. 
7. Apply skills of communicating, negotiating, and cooperating with others. 
8. Demonstrate the ability to work effectively with others. 

 
Note:  Students are responsible for all expenses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Spanish 

Language 
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SUPPLEMENTAL PROGRAMS 

 
 

Driver Education  
 
Driver Education in the Classroom and Driver Education Behind the Wheel are no longer offered at Great Valley High School.  The 
classes can be taken through the Chester County Intermediate Unit.  Contact the CCIU at 484-237-5055 for more information. 

 
 
 

Independent Study Project 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s):  Varies    Level(s):  Varies 
Period(s):  Varies    Term(s):  Varies 
Prerequisite:  Student initiation program, approval by a faculty mentor, the department chairperson, counselor, and principal. 
 
The student works under the direction of a faculty member and pursues an approved topic or project as described in a thorough outline 
prepared by the student.  The work required for one credit in Independent Study is equal to or greater than that required for one credit in 
another major academic subject.  An Independent Study project may be taken concurrently with a maximum of five other majors but 
cannot be used to replace a required course in the curriculum. 
 
 
 
 

Work Release 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  None    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6-18    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F and/or S) 
Prerequisite:  Completed application, counselor, principal, and parent approval 
 
The Work Release program is an option for twelfth grade students who have met most of their graduation requirements and will be eligible 
for a diploma if they attend school part of the day.  Applications are available in the Counseling Office.  Students accepted for Work 
Release are subject to the rules and regulations established by state and local agencies as well as Great Valley High School 
 
The Work Release program is for senior students who have enough credits to graduate and wish to work during part of the school day 
for no credit.  Students must provide their own transportation. 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP/INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAMS 

 

Learning through Community Service 

 
Grade(s):  9-12    Credit(s): .25-1.0    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  Non-school hours  Term(s):  Year 
 
Through partnerships with local service agencies and the Great Valley School District, students will have the opportunity to expand their 
real life experiences and benefit from an alternative learning atmosphere by volunteering thirty hours of service or more in approved 
service agencies.  Examples of possible service include tutoring elementary students in reading, working for Habitat for Humanity, Bryn 
Mawr Rehab, etc.  To receive credit, a reflective project and a journal of activities will be required.  Student will receive pass/fail elective 
credit.  This course may be repeated. 
 

Desmond Hotel Partnership 

 
Grade(s):  10-12    Credit(s):  .5    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  3    Term(s):  Year 
 
Students interested in the hospitality and service industries or areas of management, accounting, marketing, and sales are encouraged 
to take this course.  In conjunction with personnel from the Desmond Hotel, located in the Great Valley Corporate Center, Great Valley 
students electing this course will research, plan, prepare, and present a banquet for approximately 300 members of the school community.  
Topics included will be leadership skills, market research, advertising, cost analysis, purchasing, personnel allocation, and budgeting.  
Students are also involved with the Great Valley Community Arts Foundation, the Great Valley School District Holiday Senior Citizen 
Luncheon, and smaller in-house projects.  All interested students must complete an application to be considered for the class.  Students 
accepted into this course will receive credit for a business elective.  This course may be repeated. 

 

Career Internship – Business 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  .25 or .5   Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6-18    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F and/or S) 
Prerequisite:  Application submitted to Mr. McCloskey 
 
The Career Internship Program in Business provides seniors with the opportunity to earn credit by working in area businesses and learning 
skills not taught in the regular school curriculum.   Students can earn .25 for 30-59 hours of work per semester or .50 credits for 60+ hours 
of work per semester.  Internship requirements include completed resume and application, student log, term paper or presentation, a 
written student reflection and evaluation of experiences, and an internship supervisor’s evaluation.  Transportation must be provided by 
the student. 
 

Career Internship – Child Development 5 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  1    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  6    Term(s):  Year 
Prerequisite:  B in Child Development 1 & 2 or teacher approval 
 
Students interested in elementary teaching or careers in early childhood programs will benefit from this course.  Students will work closely 
with child development specialists at Chester Brook Academy and Great Valley elementary schools.  Students will be asked to participate 
in program planning, observations of preschool and elementary children, and planning and teaching lessons.  They will also learn the 
business of running a day care center.  The student’s behavior, language and attitude must be positive, and their dress and appearance 
must be appropriate to work with young children.  Transportation must be provided by the student. 
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Career Internship – Science 

 
Grade(s):  12    Credit(s):  Varies    Level:  AA 
Period(s):  Varies    Term(s):  1 Sem. (F or S) 
Prerequisite:  Approval by faculty mentor, department chairperson, and counselor; completion of, or concurrent with, second year of 
Chemistry or Biology course 

 
This elective is designed to expose qualified students to a working scientific environment.  Students will be selected on the basis of 
availability, application, interviews, GPA, maturity, and interests.  Students must complete a minimum of 30 hours to a maximum of 59 
hours for .25 credit or spend a minimum of 60 hours or more for a .50 credit.  Students will be required to maintain daily logs, complete 
Midpoint and Final Requirement Packets, and do a Summary presentation. 
 
Students are encouraged to obtain their own internship placement.  Efforts will be made to place interested students, but a placement 
cannot be guaranteed.  There is an age requirement of 18 years for many internship placements.  Students must provide their own 
transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



56 
 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS 

 

Chester County Technical College High School 
 
The Chester County Intermediate Unit operates career and technical education programs for secondary students at the Technical College 
High School (TCHS) Pickering campus.  There is increasing need for employees with technical and occupational skills in our geographic 
region.  The programs offered at the TCHS provide marketable job skills that will allow students a strong foundation to enter the workforce 
or continue with higher education.  Many programs provide students with an opportunity to earn college credit or advanced placement at 
selected schools in their career field. 
 
Great Valley students in grades 10-12 may attend TCHS Pickering on a full-time or part-time basis.  Students receive a Great Valley High 
School Diploma upon completion of all high school requirements.   
 
All programs at TCHS Pickering are competency-based and include theory as well as hands-on experience.  Upon graduation, students 
receive a profile of the competencies they have studied and their level of proficiency.  Academic courses are available to prepare students 
for post-secondary education, and many students do choose to attend college or technical schools to enhance their education. 
 
An application and acceptance to TCHS Pickering is required.  A student’s counselor will help with the application process and with 
providing a complete course catalog.  Students are encouraged to apply online.  Purchase of specialized equipment and/or uniforms will 
be required.  Building tours are available and encouraged.  Transportation to and from GVHS and TCHS Pickering is provided.  Students 
must commit to completing a full semester at TCHS.  To apply, or for additional information, go to:  www.tchspickering.org or call 610-
933-8877. 
 
Delaware County Community College offers credit and non-credit courses at TCHS, Pickering Campus.  For DCCC enrollment information 
and details regarding courses offered at the TCHS Pickering Campus location, please go to:  
http://www.dccc.edu/about/locations/phoenixville-campus.   
 

Technical College High School Courses Offered 

(More Information on TCHS Pickering can be found at www.tchspickering.org) 
(Courses with * are offered only at TCHS Brandywine.) 
 

Animal Science Technology – The Animal Science Technology program is a technical preparatory program that prepares 

students for gainful employment in the small animal care industry or for pursuit of further education at post-secondary schools.  It is 
designed to provide students with a working knowledge of animal industries.  Students are instructed in the care, maintenance, training, 
and grooming of all common laboratory and pet animals.  Students will also receive instruction in working with and caring for large farm 
animals. 
 

Auto Collision Technology – Collision repair technology has undergone major changes in the past few years, especially in 

the types of paints and plastic parts being used on the automobile today.  As a result, students entering the auto body field need to learn 
the proper methods and procedures for restoring a damaged vehicle to its original condition.  The TCHS Auto Collision technology 
program provides students with hands-on training as well as the technical knowledge required to master all types of collision repairs. 
 

Auto Service Technology – The Automotive Service Technology program is designed to prepare each student for an entry-

level position in the field of Automotive Service Technology.  In the program, students study the modern automobile in units called 
systems.  These systems include, but are not limited to, suspension and steering, brakes, electrical, heating and air conditioning, and 
engine performance.  The program allows students to explore career opportunities as well as post-secondary education. 
 

*Barbering – The Barbering program shaves time off your preparation to enter the field.  Students learn basic manipulative skills, 

safety, judgment, and proper work habits to obtain licensure.  Upon graduation, young men and women who have earned sufficient hours 
will be eligible to take the PA State Board of Barbering Examination and obtain entry-level employment in the barbering field. 
 

Carpentry – The Carpentry program prepares students with the entry-level skills necessary for employment in the home construction 

industry or related fields of carpentry.  Training in the program includes layout, cutting, joining and fastening materials, erecting 
frameworks, and installing partitions and rafters. 
 
 
 

http://www.tchspickering.org/
http://www.dccc.edu/about/locations/phoenixville-campus
http://www.tchspickering.org/
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Commercial and Graphic Arts – This program offers hands-on training in traditional design fundamentals and basic computer 

graphic design.  The use of the Adobe Create Suite® - Illustrator™, PhotoShop™, and InDesign™ to assist designers in the creation of 
web, print, and digital documents is a major focus.  Today digital documents integrate animation, film, and multimedia experiences for 
the reader making this both a highly technical and creative field. 

 
*Computer Information Systems – The Computer Information Systems program prepares students for high-demand careers 

in computer science, one of the fastest growing fields.  There is an emphasis on hands-on training in operating systems, applications, 
programming languages and networking equipment.  Students are programmed for post-secondary education and entry-level positions 
in the computer support and operations, networking and software development fields. 
 

Cosmetology – The Cosmetology program provides students with the instruction and skill training necessary to successfully 

complete the Pennsylvania State Board of Cosmetology examination and to secure a professional license in cosmetology.  The 
instructional program includes occupational theory and skill training in hygiene, sterilization/sanitation, scalp treatments, permanent 
waving, manicuring, shampoos and rinses, hairstyling, hair coloring, haircutting, facials and makeup application, anatomy and physiology, 
salon management, first aid, and related state laws. 
 

Criminal Justice – Today, more than ever, there is an increasing demand for skilled professionals in the security and law 

enforcement fields.  The Criminal Justice program has been designed to meet the demands of this challenging industry.  Students that 
graduate from this program can go on to study criminal justice at the college level. 
 

Culinary Arts – The Culinary Arts program prepares students for successful and rewarding careers in the production aspect of the 

food service industry.  The production curriculum includes training in food preparation, short order and high volume cooking, baking, 
customer service, safety, and sanitation. 
 

Early Childhood Care and Education – The Early Childhood Care and Education program prepares students for entry-

level positions in the child care field and for further training in early childhood education.  Students may also prepare for the Certified 
Child Care Professional Credential through the National Child Care Association.   
 

Electrical Occupations – Power up your future in the Electrical Occupations program!  In addition to mastering residential, 

commercial and industrial wiring, the students themselves are wired for careers as construction and maintenance electricians.  Through 
classroom theory, lab work and real-world, hands-on experiences, graduates of the program are prepared to continue their education at 
post-secondary institutions or seek entry-level employment in the electrical trades. 
 

Electronics and Robotics – Students in the Electronics and Robotics program learn how to build and test electronic circuits 

and how to apply the electronic theories of audio systems, radio and wire communication, computers, digital communication, and light 
wave applications to real world situations.  Students are taught the basics of computer servicing as well as Robotic theory and application. 
 

Engine Technology – Students are taught repair procedures on motorcycles, four wheelers, snow mobiles, lawn and garden 

equipment and tractors.  Ample hands-on instruction is provided to reinforce related theory.  Topics of study include engine repair and 
rebuilding, performance upgrades, fuel systems, electronic systems, cooling systems, brake systems, chassis, and maintenance 
procedures. 
 

*Health Career Academy/Pre-Nursing – The nurses and medical professionals of tomorrow choose the Health Career 

Academy program.  Armed with stethoscopes, scrubs and the desire to help others, students dive into nursing theory and clinical skills.  
You’ll get a dose of realism in the high-tech simulation lab by working with SimMan, a computerized patient programmed to exhibit 
symptoms and health-related complaints.  Eligible seniors jump out of the classroom into clinical experiences at area health care facilities. 
 

Health Occupations – The Health Occupations course of study combines instruction in medical terminology, medical 

abbreviations, anatomy, physiology, medical ethics, nutrition, growth and development, basic nursing, dental assisting, physical therapy, 
and medical and professional office skills.  Related areas of study include communication skills, leadership skills, medical insurance billing 
and coding, job skills, and job training.  Direct clinical experience in a simulated health care setting is included to prepare students for a 
variety of careers in the industry. 
 

*HVAC/Refrigeration Technology – Prep for some of the coolest jobs in one of the hottest career fields through the 

HVAC/Refrigeration Technology program.  Students learn to install, maintain and troubleshoot a wide range of heating, ventilation, air-
conditioning and refrigeration systems.  HVAC technicians are among the highest paid and most sought after in the construction industry.  
This program is the perfect fit for anyone who wants to know the “why” behind adjusting their thermostat. 
 

*Marketing & Financial Services – The Marketing and Financial Services program prepares students for a wide variety of 

career opportunities in the accounting, marketing, banking and financial services industries.  Those with an aptitude for providing a 
financially secure future for themselves and others will find this program to be a solid investment. 
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Sustainable Energy Engineering – This program will provide state-of-the-art education in the fields of solar energy, power 

generation, and energy utilization in the building environment by means of economically and environmentally sustainable systems and 
technologies.  Students study electrical theory and develop hands-on technical skills while preparing for the Electrician Licensing Exam. 
 
 

Veterinary Science – This program prepares students for successful employment in the field of veterinary medicine in entry-level 

positions in private veterinary practices, animal hospitals, biomedical research facilities, pharmaceutical companies, diagnostic 
laboratories and the military.  Students interact with animals in and out of the classroom, job shadow and attend clinics with local 
veterinarians.  The Veterinary Science program is designed to prepare students for a post-secondary education with an emphasis on 
science.  Students should possess a strong academic foundation and have at least a 3.0 GPA. 
 
 

Specialized Programs for Senior Students 

 
These are highly selective programs, and students must complete the application process by the deadline date which is announced each 
year.  Apply online at www.tchspickering.org. 
 

Allied Health Science Technology – This program exposes academically talented students to the numerous health careers 

available today.  It includes 7.5 hours per week of clinical and classroom experience in a health care facility.  Students’ clinical experiences 
are supervised by the program instructor in collaboration with hospital staff who serves as mentors.  Enrollment is limited at each location 
due to clinical rotation areas. 
 

Teacher Leadership Academy – The Teacher Academy of the Chester County Intermediate Unit is a two-credit college 

preparatory program for high school seniors interested in pursuing a career in the field of education.  In addition to earning two high 
school credits for the program, students have the option to enroll in a dual enrollment program with Delaware County Community College 
(DCCC).  This dual enrollment program consists of 9 college credits, awarded for the completion of the following courses:  EDU 110 

Introduction to Teaching; EDU 215 Theory and Field; and ENG 100 English Composition.  The Academy provides an introduction to the 
knowledge and skills required to work in the teaching profession in the 21st Century. 
 
The course consists of 7.5 hours/week (90 minutes/day, either morning or afternoon) divided between classroom instruction and 
internships with certified, tenured teachers at all grade levels, resulting in approximately 180 hours of instruction and 90 hours of internship 
experience.  In addition, guest speakers from the educational field will present throughout the year; students will also participate in relevant 
field trips.  As a culminating project, students complete a portfolio. 
 
To apply online, or for more information, please go to:  http://www.cciu.org/page/956, or call us at 610-933-8877. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cciu.org/page/956
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PATHWAYS 

 
The Technical College High School (TCHS) Pickering Campus is a public high school specializing in 

Career and Technical Education (CTE).  CTE programs prepare students for success in college, the workplace and 
life. Most CTE programs at TCHS are designated as High Priority Occupations (HPO) by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Labor and Industry, and all are aligned with the Pennsylvania State Academic Standards and national 
certifications.  Go to: www.tchspickering.org, for the program listing and descriptions. 

 

  

Career and Technical Education programs lead seamlessly to postsecondary education through the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education’s (PDE) SOAR Programs of Study. The mission of SOAR is to prepare Students (who are)  

Occupationally and  Academically  Ready for college and careers in an increasingly diverse, high performing workforce. 

Graduates of the Pickering Campus’ approved SOAR programs who meet challenging academic and technical criteria 

qualify for several  free credits at over forty participating postsecondary institutions across Pennsylvania. These 

include the Pennsylvania College of Technology, Delaware County Community College, Montgomery County 

Community College, Clarion University, Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology and Harcum College. For more 

information about SOAR and the complete list of participating colleges and postsecondary programs, visit: 

http://www.collegetransfer.net/Default.aspx?tabid=943&from=4067. 

“Get the credits you’ve already earned!” in the following TCHS SOAR programs:  
Automotive Collision Technology, Automotive Service Technology, Carpentry, Criminal Justice & Police 
Sciences, Commercial & Graphic Arts, Culinary Arts, Early Childhood Care & Education, Sustainable 
Energy Engineering, Electronics & Robotics, Engine Technology, and Health Occupations.  
  
PDE-approved Tech Prep Programs at the Pickering Campus are also college pathways that connect to colleges and 
technical schools that offer credits for technical skills mastered at the Pickering Campus.  Tech Prep Programs 
are: Cosmetology and Animal Science.  
  
In addition to the PDE-approved CTE programs, TCHS also offers two seniors-only college preparatory 
academies: Teacher Leadership Academy and Allied Health Science Technology.    

 

New programs to be launched in 2017 include: Advanced and Automated Manufacturing, Precision Machine 
Tool Technology, Avionics Electronics Technology, Pre-Engineering Technology, Media Systems 
Technologies and Welding Technology. 

 

For information regarding the TCHS dual enrollment opportunities, (DCCC, Harrisburg University, Immaculata 
University, and West Chester University), please go to: http://www.cciu.org/Page/2237. 

 

Apply online at www.tchspickering.org.  For additional information, contact the TCHS admissions specialist by 
email, admissions@cciu.org or call (484) 237-‐5325.  

 
The Technical College High School is operated by the Chester County Intermediate Unit on behalf of Chester County’s 12 
public school districts.  

                2016-17  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tchspickering.org/
http://www.collegetransfer.net/Default.aspx?tabid=943&from=4067
http://www.tchspickering.org/
mailto:admissions@cciu.org

